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HAPPY SPRINE de WOVX r

Well Spring is finally here, Maybe [ should have said Susser
is here judging fros the record tesperatures on Holy Saturday
and Easter Sunday. Any way you slice it, the Equinex is
behind us and the days are now longer than the nights. That
aeans sore hours of sunlight on the ionosphers in the
northern heaisphere and the suaser propagation conditions
land ORN) that go with it. Even though we are near the
sunspot cycle siniaua, look for 20, 15 and 10 to stay open
later in the evening. As I sit here typing this at 9:00 P I
ag hearing WNVH on 15MH: at a solid §-9. .

You will notice that this issue is not quite as heavy as
previous ones. For one thing, there are no contest foras
this tise. There are, however, soae interesting contests
coming up. In May is the USSR CO-K contest. This is a
golden opportunity to clean up those Russian countries,
aodes, ohlasts, etc. that you still need. @SLs still take
about 2 years to get but it will give you something to look
forward tn! Araed Forces Day is also in May, 1% is not
strictly speaking a contest but it does give us a chance to
work AIR, NPB, WAR, and others. Also, don’t forget the [ARU
Radiasport Chaspionship in July.

The other reason this issue is a bit on the light side is
that contributions to the newsletter are down. As always,
your inputs are solicited and will be used. The nmext issue
will be coming out ahout the first of Dctober so you have
plenty of tise to write soaething! Give it a shot.

BPRIL MEETING

Friday, April 18, 7:30 PM

Linn County REC

99 35th St., Marian

e will have a dual program this aonth. A presentation on
the exciting world of packet radio will be given by an as yet
unnamed velunteer. Several of the aeabers are on that mode
and szea to be enjoying it. Don’t think there is a packet
DXCC yet but whe knows... Also, KOGVB will he featured with
a talk about his latest trip and Dspeditian to the Caribbean,

SUMNER BANGQUET

Az you can see by the announcement elsewhere in the
agwsletter, WOMJN, WOWP, NBOH, and WANIN have put together a
banquet package for ws. Your officers and WOSR are still
uorking on several program options and we do have a speaker
sort of on the haok. Things aay be firsed up bv April 18,

fur last banquet & few years ago was vary well attended and a
goad tiee was had by Diers and (X}Vls alike. By the way, in
the days of $1000 rigs, 835 Callbooks, and 3.44 Y postage,
25 bucks is a good deal so take the XYL / YL too. It aay
gat you a little more slack in the nest contest'

HR PROPAGATION FUORECAST BULLETIN KR 12 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS
HNEWINGTON CT MARCH 24, 19Bb
T0 ALL RADID AMATEURS BT

FROM MARCH 1& THROUGH 23 THE SOLAR FLUX CURVE NAS A NEARLY
STRAIBHT HORIZONTAL LINE, VERY SIMILAR TO THAT FOR THE SAME
DAYS IN THE PREVIDUS SOLAR ROTATION IN FEBRUARY. THERE WERE
THREE 708, THEN THREE &95 AND TWO MORE 705. SUCH LACK OF
VARIATION IS COMMON IN THE LATE YEARS OF A SOLAR CYCLE.

THERE WAS JUST ONE SUNSPOT GROUP OF ANY IMPORTANCE VISIBLE IN
MARCH TO DATE. IT WILL BE RETURMINE TO VIER AGAIN, DURING
THE FORECAST WEEK, BRINGING HIGHER FLUX VALUES AFTER ABOUT
THE 23TH. HOW NUCH HIGHER CAN BE LITTLE MORE THAN A GUESS AT
BULLETIN TINE, BUT THIS LATE IN THE SOLAR CYCLE IT IS LOGICAL

' 70 EXPECT ONLY A NINDR RISE.

PROPAGATIDN WAS GENERALLY 600D OVER THE PAST TEN DAYS, BUT
WITH LOW MUF. HORE ERRATIC CONDITIONS ARE EXPECTED MARCH 25
THROUGH 29, MARCH SHOULD END WITH INPROVING PROPAGATION AND
HIGHER MUF, CARRYING THROUGH THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF APRIL.

AS WE NOVE INTO SPRING, THE MUF FOR A BIVEN LEVEL OF SOLAR
ACTEVITY DROPS OFF, THIS CONDITIONW IS APPARENT [N THE QST
PROPAGATION CHARTS FODR EARLY APRIL. BECAUSE SOLAR READINGS
IN EARLY APRIL WILL BE ABOVE THE BASE FISURE USED FOR [OHE
HARCH QST CHARTS, THEY WILL APPEAR 70 BE ON THE CONSERVATIVE
SIDE THROUGH THE REST OF MARCH AND THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF
APRIL AR

FROM THE ARRL LETTER

WAC was first issued by ARRL in April 1926, The original WAC
was along the lines of the Rag Chewer’s Club certificate’s
"0ld  Sock® and was validated bv the “Brand Hacker®!

THE WAC CLUB
8 i wnese Brandonlentworth ~  u6o0i

his beid two-wiy communscation with smateur saoons wa all az of the con-

tinenn. and.

Whereas e s a loval membrrof the A R R L. b st known o the whole (@
world that he « accrpted into the order of WAC this i B
diyl  Apnil 1926 - : g

Thus certificate of peoficuncy in the art of Short Wave Radio Telegraphy £33
has been grven o the owner of thu atation i recognatsan of his splendid ama- Y
teur work 3fter rreords of wad Banon owne have bren carvfully venbed.

Certificates are oresently available for aixad. CH, Phone,
35TV, RTTY, FAX. Satellite, & 5 Band. Stickers are available
for & Band, ORP, 1.8, 3.3, S0, 144, 430 MHz and HF bands.



EIDXA MEMBERS

4-1-1984

CALL  FIRST NAWE LAST NAME  ADDRESS CITY ST ZIF  STATU HONE PHONE
KUOA  Nelson foyer 28 Ealing Dr. Towa City A 52240 ASSOC 319-351-8775
NOAFL Dave Holcosb 407 &th Ave Coralville 14 52241 FULL 319-351-4350
KoAL Al Culbert b18 First Ave Charles City  IA 50416 FULL 513-22B-1443
NDOAWL Terry ellgan 511 Park Ainswarth 14 52201 FULL 319-457-14B1
N9ED  Joe Visalli Rt. 2, Box § Parkershurg IA 50465 FULL 319-346-2220
KI6C Jia Bohnsack 1149 Rainbow Or. Waterioo 1A 3070% FULL 319-233-718%
KAOCEH Steve White 380 Brentwood Or. NE fedar Rapids  [A 52402 ASSOC 319-377-1892
KOCF  Craig Fastenow 1207 Wylde Ereen Rd. lowa City IA 52240 FULL 319-351-8238
KJoD  Eric Santon 747 Belaont Parkway NN Cadar Rapids  [A 52403 FULL J319-3%4-0073
HOEAN Bob Joy 5730 Country Lane RE Cedar Rapids  IA S2801 FULL 319-393-8342
WOE] Made Halstros 7431 Macon Drive NE Cedar Rapids  [A 52401 FULL 7319-393-8982
NOFD  Gayle Lawson 1509 Qakland Rd, NE Cedar Rapids 1A 52402 FULL 319-344-4284
KBOFP Toa Helichar RR 1 Shell Rock [A 50470 ASSOC 319-885-4803
K0GT  Gary Toomsen 1054 Eisenhower Rd. . Hiawatha IA 52233 FULL 319-395-9329
KOGV Gary Ernst RR 2 West Branch [A 32338 FULL 319-543-2287
KJOH  John Schwandke 1513 Lucas 5t, Nuscatine 1A 52751 FULL 319-263-5645
NBOH  Jack Huckler 2084 Eastern Blvd, 5E Cedar Rapids  [A 52403 ASSOC 319-342-3442
KOITR Clark Pantel 1610 Hershey Ave, Huscatine 1A 52751 FULL 319-243-91350
KOINR Toa Taylor RR 1 Shell Rack 1A 30670 FULL 319-885-4400
WOIZ Dale Repp 1618-Texas Ave, NE Cedar Rapids  [A 32462 FILL 319-393-6724
KOI6H Elen Kesselring RR #7 Box 140 Qttuswa IA 52501 FULL §515-934-5320
ABOM  Vern Lang 110 E. 2nd 5t Muscatine TA 52781 FULL 319-243-2497
AKON  Steve Sutterer & Primgarden Ct. St. Peters #0 50413 FULL

HOMIN Joe Finkstein 2501 27th Ave, Marion 1A 52302 FULL 319-377-4573
NKON  Orville  Duecker 225 Southcrest Waterloa I& 50702 FULL 319-294-2390
WANIN  Bob Hill 2310 White Eagle Trail SE Cedar Rapids  If 52403 FULL 319-366-3975
NEGD  Toa Hise 2000 17th Ave. Narian 1A 52302 ASSCE 319-377-3536
WOPLS Fred Young RR 4 Box 150 Cedar Rapids  IA 52401 ASSOC 319-393-0429
WOPPF George Carsner 41t Terrace Ad. [owa City IA 52240 FULL 319-338-1401
KBOPR Larry Jemison 3805 Pine Tree Dr. Cadar Rapids  IA 52402 FULL 319 393-7583
KCoe  Jeff Russzll 2125 Linaar Dr. NE Cedar Rapids IR 52402 FULL 319-343-4139
kD02 6lenn Thorne 1210 18th 5t. SW Cedar Rapids  [A 32404 FULL 319-244-0785
KKOR  Bah Tillaan 1257 Deloris Dr. Waterloo 1A 50701 FULL 319-232-8223
N4RR  Rager Hoffaan 1006 Locust Drive Rock Falls IL 41071 FULL B315-625-8447
FORN  John Lenahan 923 N. 9th 5t. Burlington TA 52601 FULL 515-482-0711
NOSH  Steve Hiller Route &  Bex 180 Dttuawa IA 32301 FULL 515-884-4753
HOSML  Doug Byal 4501 Northwood Dr. NE Cedar Rapids  [A 52402 FULL 319-393-2974
ROSR  Jia Spencer 3712 Tanager Dr. NE Cedar Rapids 1A 52402 FULL 319-393-7353
WoUZ  Jahn Nelsan 3109 Terry Dr. SE Cedar Rapids 1A 32403 FULL 319-345-4432
Kov Al Groft 1444 Council 5. NE Cedar Rapids  IA 52402 ASSOC 319-393-3134
WoVY  Dave Jaksa 2721 2Bth Ave, Marion IA 52302 FULL 319-377-7307
KOVIR Toa White 1244 dth St, Jessup IA 50648 FULL 319-827-4738
NGOW  Kaith Ericksan 1810 Hitlside Dr. MW Cadar Rapids 1A 52405 FULL 319-394-8310
HOWP  Toa Lindgren 1260 13th Ave, farien IA 52302 FULL 31%-377-4279
KCOXK  Brian Jay 3730 Country Lane NE Cedar Rapids 1A 52401 FULL 319-393-4347
KEOY Toa Kraaer 905 LeRoy Muscatine 1A 32761 FULL 319-243-3259
RATYIN Toa Vinson 10211 Hall Road NE Cedar Rapids 1A 32401 FULL 319-393-B057
AG0T  Bill Delaney 2918 Garden Ave. Ledar Falls 1A 50813 FULL 319-277-5150
KFOT  Jan Clete 209 Fifth Ave, N Hount Vernon IR 32314 FULL 319-895-6433



=== ARRL O CONTEST (GA6

BY TOM LINDGREN WOWP

The ARRL DX CW Contest 1984 was a test of perseverance
and plain hard werk. The first evening produced very
little other than a handful of PYs and LUs with the few
DX-peditions operating froa the Caribbean Sez ares
creating challenging pile-ups. 20 aeters for the sost
part closed to Iowa shortly after 02001 leaving nothing
but the low bands to contend with, Hanging in there is
the name of game, and that is what we had in mind, The
low bands were noisy but produced consistantly
throughout the night with sost countries in Europe and
an occasional surprise like FOBJP or ILAOY being
logged. It isn't easy to keep going under slow
conditions but I try to establish goals such as saking
it to 200 0SOs by & Am or logging at least 30 countries
on BO meters the first night.

A1l DBand efforts in the sajor contests such as the ARRL
Contest, are won by good low band scores. If you Leok
it the winners over the years the statistics will bare
this out. In eany cases a station will finish second
or 3rd behind the winner that had 100 or so less 080s
but better aultipliers, A KL7 or even JA .on B0 meters
is every bit as good as a JT! worked on 20 seters for
contest scoring, I have felt that a sultiplier total
of 35 to 4¢ is par on 80, 35 to &3 countries on 40
aeters is respectable, and 10 or so on 140 qoed.

Nith the crack of dawn the beam is headed east and ears
are straining to hear the big oquns froa Eurepe pop
through, This Saturday asorning they were very much
attenuated due to the proton event in progress.
Disheartened, I struggled to work a handfel af the
European KW statioas that were able to copy ae. Being
as it was, tediously 1 searched the 21,28, and 14 ghz
bands for any station that was calling CB #rom DY land,
Scratching hard for every @50, we passed through the
sarning averaging 20 per hour, far below our
expectations. By mid afternoen the Japanese stations
started to appear out of the 20 seter noise. Binga!
We were in it with a fairly good Asian opening, 1
guickly searched for a quiet sheltered part of the 20
aeter band and called CO and sure encugh we generated a
small pile of JAs and UAQs. The next hour or so went
very quickly with 75 quick @S0s logged. It alaost
seeas unfair when I recall that the previous evening's
etforts hardly yielded 73 030s! Being as it is, that
is contesting.

The  second evening low band conditions were
tonsiderahly better, Most of the 0X stations then
heard were already logged the previous evening but
there was enough new stations to keep us calling until
2, 1 took an extended break from the contest action

at that tise, My contest history has dictated that the
second evening activity is not prodective encugh to
warrant being exhausted for Sunday’s stretch run,
especially under these low sunspot years.

¥ith the alara qoing off at &AM, [ quickly popped off
the couch and oqrabbed A quick cup of contest wake up
juice and headed for the shack. 1 quickly worked a few
on 80 and 40 meters. The bands seemed better, [ swung
the TH& up toward Europe. Glory bee, yes, it was msuch
better. As 7 AM broke, I wmas hearing many Europeans
with §79 signals. 1 quickly cleaned the band of the DX
stations calling CQ that I had not already logged
Saturday and then headed for a clear frequency to run
rate, | quickly had things going my way and was soon
settled in #or several hours of enjoyable contest
exchanging. Conditions, although not superk, were
workable. CN is euch better for weak signal work and a
100 watt European is perfectly 95 while the saoe
station on 558 would be buried in the ORM, A 500 H:
filter is a necessity to work the weak ones under
contest conditions. Try to avoid heavy ORM from US
stations calling C8 close to you, Concentrate on a
spectrun of plus and wminus one Khz of your frequency
because many of the station calling you will not be
exactly zero beat. Swish your RIT often or you aay
miss 080s,  Under contest conditions it is comson to
only receive partial callsigns but work thea in with
patience and careful tuning. As the aosrning Europe
opening fades away it becomes a matter of more band
switching and the ever continuous search and pounce
sethod of contesting, Those IS5 and EABs becose
Clippertons and DBouvets to the amultiplier hungry
participants. A continuous sharp ear to the receiver
carefully tuning between stations for the weak ones can
pay big dividends, It is much easier to work the 30 or
100 watt I8 than the §-9 KW one with his horde of
callers,

The contest wears down to the #inal couple hours. It
seeas that ! have worked about everything on the bands,
The rate is at a spails pace until the end when I tune
down to 40 aeters as dusk approaches. [ hear several
strong Eurppeans in there asongst the Wi and W2
stations calling CBs, I try a CB in the 020 ares and
behold [ get a couple of takers. [ proceed to work a
good run of Europeans which | really didn’t exoect to
find, 1 quess all tha East Coasters had already logoed
them earlier but better for us late than never. Unlike
the COWW contests, the DX stations are in need of State
sultipliers on the low bands so they have sore patience
with W0s, W3s, and W7s. ! finiched the contest on 7
fhz.



My results showed that the second day was alaost twice
as productive as the first, Although the total score
was not as qood as I would have liked, it was fun and
satisfying. (XYL didn’t divorce me! hi)

a8 17 b4 HINUTES
The aeeting was called to order by President KOVIR at 7:32 pe
at the REC building, Marion. Minutes were read and approved,

Those in attendance were KORN, WONB, WBOBHF, XOAL, KOGVB,
KI0C, WANIN, KCOQ, NBOH, NOEBA, KOJGH, KDORT, WA9YZIN, NOXN,
W0lZ, KOVM, KAOCEH, NOGEB, KAOSTA, KAOSSZ, KIOH, NCOD, KFOZ,
KBOPR, WOMJN, NKOM, KKOR, KOCF, WDOAHL, HOWP, WDOHMA, WATVEK,
KOGT, KBYYF, WOPPF, KEOY, KOIIR, WOUZ, WOSR, HOPLS, WOVX.

(LD BUSINESS: Treasurer’s report showed a balanca of $12%.15.
NBOH reported on trip arrangesents to Dayton. lsing a 47
passenger bus would run $43 per persan. Room reservations
would be another probles. KAOCEW reported rooms were
available for $25-$45. ... Faur of our newest mesbers were
recagnized with aembership certificates. ... It was decided
that WOEJ would, at least for the present, drap the hot 100
list, ... WO5SR gave a DXAC report. He explained some of the
politics of the Pribilof vote. He talked about Peter | Is.
Any operation froa Peter I will have to be credible to count.
He gave us some insite to the 4UIVIC story. He reparted Rule
3B has been modified. Aruba’s independence won’t take place
for a couple of years. DYAC is encouraging the League to
recognize 30 years of country counting. ... WANIN reported
the repeater is running well. ... WOMIN reported RBBS
activity up since the newsletter. Nany have been adding infa
for all to use. ... Net check ins have been running froa 4 -
10 on Sunday evening at 9:30.

NEW BUSINESS: Awards for efforts in the COWW went to CW WOWP,
Best Excuse to MOFD and Phone is pending decision of the
officers, KOVIR discussed hosting VKINS at aur fprit
seeting as Jis will be visiting Dayton the following week
end. ... It was moved that our susmer seeting be a dinner
seeting. Moved by WOMJN second by WANIN. Planning committee
is WONJN, WOWP, NBOH, and WANIM. W9KNI was sugqested as a
candidate speaker. ... KBOPR wiil check for us about a table
for club prosotion and possible flea market side table at the
CVARC Hamvention August 2-3. ARRL contest participation
was discussed, Awards will be made as in COWN. .., Dues
increase was discussed. While the treasury is in the black,
the balance has declined with increased expenses of the
newsletter. Fund raisers such as a winter hasfest and
equipaent auction after a meeting were ideas discussed. ...
KOBYE reported he was geing to C4A land Feb 13 - Mar 1. ...
WOMIN propocsed a packet radio deac at an upcoaing aeeting.

Respectfully subaitted,
Bary J. Tooasen, KOGT, Sec. EIDXA

LATEST CALL SIGNS

_—_———ee e e e

As of | March, NOOV, KEOEA, NOGVY, & KAQWEC

EROM THE PRESIDENT de KOVZR

After a long Winter, I hope plans for good weather antenna
projects are well in hand. Antennas will work if put up in
good weather too. A new Mosley tribander will o up soon at
ay 27H,

It seeas thers are a lot of people sissing froa the repeater
yet or again, Remesber, there are 3 lot of #$riends that
deserve a Spring greeting.

The club ameeting, April 18, should be a good ope, We’ll be
talking about contests, trophies, and dues. A good part of
the prograa will be about packet radio. We’re starting to
get some good club participation in packet sa it should be an
apprapriate progras. Tom, HC0OO, gave a few of us a good view
last Suaser and I hope that he and a couple of aothers will
give us the whole show. The other part of the prograa is
still being firmed, but the choices are good so be sure to
attend,

Be thinking about a field day effort. We have had some saall
groups involved before. 5hall we expand on it? Also, the
fall contests (C@ WH} are worth thought. Should we try soae
sulti efforts this year or some inter or intra club
cospetition? Bring your thoughts,

1 hope ta see everyone on April 18 and June 14.

ARR RES de KOGT

I need scores for the ARRL DX Contests to deteraine winners
of the club trophies for Phone and CW. I will accept scores
on the Sunday net at 9:30, by mail, via another seaber or at
the seeting. Awards will be given at the seeting. So far we
have only 3 entries, one each for C¥, Phone and Multi op.
These will be the winners unless you get your scores in.
(The phone score is the KOGT GRP effort and anyone should be
able to beat that!) .

THE DX BULLETIN SaLD

The DX Bulletin has Beer sold to Chod Marris, VP2HL / WB2CHO.
He began editing the bulletia with the March 7 issue. The
new address is 814 Fourth Street, Suite 1001, Santa Rosa, €A
95404, We wish Chod luck in his new venture,

EXTRA CLASS CERTIFICATES

Over 400 ARRL Extrs Class certificates have been issued. [f
you have an Extra Class license, and would like s certificate
that attests to your achieveaent, send $3.00 and a ghoto copy
of your license to ARRL WO Awards Branch. Frop ARBL Letter

EIDXAR ROSTER

On page 2 you will find the latest EIDXA roster, Khile every
seasure has besn taken to insure accuracy, !7a not infalable.
1+ you ¢ind an error in your listing, please let ae know ASAP
and | will correct it in the caster file.

THANKS FOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS

Thanks to coatributors WORP, KFOZ, KOVIR and KOGT. Special
thanks to WOWP for providing camera ready copy and to KF9I
tar sending his article via packet with an HF RTTY relay.
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A  DINNER MEETIG 2.

DATE: SATURDAY JUNE 14TH,1986
PLACE: LONGBRANCH RESTAURANT
MARION, 10WA

4 PM ——Cocktails, Eash Ear
7 PM —Dinner
8 PM ———Program

Price —%12.50 per person/$25.00 per couple
{(price includes tax and gratuity)

Dipner Menu

Entre’e choice ——12-14 oz. Filet Mignon or Fried Shrimp

Fotatoe
Salad Bar
Drink - Coffee, Tea, Milk
Program
To be Announced
Frizes !

You must be there

Reservation form and payment must be provided to Gary
Toomsen (KOBT) not later than May 23, 1986. So you don’t
forget. bring you reservation to the April 18, 1986 club
meeting.

Name: Call:

XYL/YL:

Entre*e choice (check onel:
Filet Mignon., Fried Shrimp

Amount enclosed: $ {$12.50 =1ngle, 325.00 couple



X _and Pack KF

There has been a good deal of sense and nonsense on the
subject of Packet Radio on the EIDXA repeater, as on a lot of
repeaters lately. 1 have gotten involved recently and know
fairly little about the topic, but 1 have had enough
experience to begin to be sble to see some of the potential
for the group who reads this newsleiter. Those of us who
were using the MNOMJN or HANIN RBBS on 147.45 MHz wers,
although we did nat know it, yearning toward the sort of
systea that routinely exists on packet (they call thes PBBS’s
for *Packet Bulletin Board Systea"). Mhiie the frequency
could only be used by one person while the RBBS was in usa,
ant that could take a while, virtually all other patential
activity was brought to a halt by this use.

#hat did we use the RBBS for? Exchanges of inforaation,
downloaded bulletins and DX reports, propagation reports,
what asounted to exchanges of short letter-like messages on a
variety of topics, offering of things to sell, requests for
information, extracts froa publications, etc. Those of us
who used it regularly liked it, but our activity lanquished
because of general inactivity. Those of us who thought we
saw the Board’'s potential never saw it realized.

Now, hawever, 1 see what I really yearned for was a Packet
Bulletin Board Systea. Only one station can use it, also
{although I would bet that a systes could be devised
peraitting aultiple users sisultaneously}, but it goes such,
such taster. Moreover, a fair nuaber of stations can use the
same frequency, in the sase vicinity, at the saae tise, 0Or
stations can digipeat packets through stations in the areaz
white 1) they are having 050°s while being digipeated
through, 2} soaeone is using the PBBS, and 3) other B50's
both direct and digipeated are occurring within range of
their receivers, all of this at the same time. 6ranted,
activity at this level slows things down, but it can.and does
happen. Moreover, you will be notified (##¢CONNECT RERUEST
FRON WQIZ##+, or whomever) while you are °connected® {in 950
with) another station (or a PBBS), The PBBS's I've seen
will, in fact, natify you at some point that *WOXYI would
like to use the PBBS when you are done, Jan® while you are

WD X

David M. Jaksa
2721 28th Ave.
Marion, IA S52302

Jim Spencer
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using it. This persits a great deal
cooperation than is possible on RTTY;
matter!

sore flexibility' aad
or even FM, ‘for that

Another consideration is that memhers on the fringe, such as
KOJBH in Dttuswa, stations along the river, south of Iowa
City, Fort Dodge, or Mason City could access a specialized
bulletin board or individual stations in the Cedar
Rapids/Marion area by digipeating through interaediate
stations rather than having to use considerable power or
incredible antenna installations to overcome distance
limitations at VHF. Although 145.01 MHz {5 the ‘“mainstreaa®
packet frequency, .03 through .09 are presently acceptable as
packet  frequencies and a specialized PBBS (say,
hypothetically, a "DX® PBBS) could be put on such a frequency
to get away froe the digipeating hordes who are appearing on
143.01 in increasing numbers. For that satter, a *DX* PBBS
lor one specialized for any interest qroup, for that matter)
coeld coexist with others (and BSO activity) on 145.01 for
those interested, in an area with such relatively low
activity as Cedar Rapids/Linn Country (cospared with Chicago,
say) and still make individual users accessible to general
packet activity,

At present, known EIDXA sesbers with packet capability are
WOEJ, WANIN, WOMIN, and KFOI. If any of the above has given
you ideas or raised questions, ask one of them. This is
strictly hypothetical, of course, but if enough of us get
involved with it, anyway, using it to promote and facilitate
contest and DXing interests will develop anyway... sa it is
probably tiee to start thinking about it. The TNC's
{Terminal Node Controllers) presently available cost in the
vicinity of $200. One, made to plug into a Commodore &4
{obtainable for under $100, when you can find them) has CW,
RTTY, ANTOR, and packet capability for very little sore. It
a2y be, as some of you have stated on 2 meters, that you
would not like it, would not find enough use for it, or that
you don’t want to tie up your coaputer andfor 2 meter rig
with another gizeo. On the other hand, besides working DY
and talking to the locals, what other piece of gear do you
have that offers the sort of wversatility that [ have
described above? Think about it...

j &Y =377



