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Hallo again everyone! Hopefully everyone is staying dry! The last
several days have made my shack a bit humid, but no damage to report
yet. I’ve moved the K3 to higher ground just in case ©.

With the coming of the warmer months, I expect I’'m not alone in finding
many things to do outside rather than inside the shack. While I’ve been
operating less, I’ve managed to complete a few shack projects that may
make the fall a bit more fun.

First item was to put up a 3 element tribander FD style on the back of my screened in porch.

It’s low, and it’s not what I’d call permanent, but it’s in the air. Have had some nice openings
on 15M that I’ve been able to take advantage of, but with limited time on the bands I haven’t
been listening as much as [ do during the fall and winter months. It hasn’t helped that there
have been lots of storms coming through at around the time of evening I can manage to get
down in front of the right! Beyond that I’ve done a bit of general cleanup of the shack and
replaced/reworked a couple of my wire antennas. I’m hoping to get a soft rock IF kit for my K3
completed here soon so that I can fuss with a SDR interface to it. Elecraft recently announced
their P3 Panadaptor, but, at 700, I think I’ll fiddle with the 20.00 solution for a little while to see
if Id like the functionality enough to move up hardware solution.
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We’ve got a few items for members to think about in the near future. First off we’ve got
elections of new officers coming up! If you’ve got any interest in serving the club, let myself or
one of the officers know; there are plenty of things you can do, and it’s been quite fun these past
2 years getting to know everyone. We’ve also got some openings in the newsletter for some
member bios. I think what we’ve had so far has been just wonderful. Keep in mind we’ve had
several new members over the last year and letting them know a little about the interests and
background of the longer-term members, as well as refreshing the memories of the rest of the
club is worthwhile and adds to the depth of the club (it also makes nice reading each quarter!).
Don’t feel like it’s you talking about yourself, feel like it’s you telling a story about how you
found an interest in radio, and how you’ve kept involved throughout the years.

We’re always looking for more material!

In this newsletter we’ve got an interesting write-up by Gerben, PG5M who was 3D2, T30, and
T2 in 2009. The write-up comes by way of NYOV who Gerben consulted regarding his
adventures as Island Boy in the past. Gerben graciously allowed me to include it in our
newsletter this month. I found it quite interesting, and Gerben has done an excellent job of
outlining what he did to get on the air. NYOV, Tom, also shares with us some photos of his
recent tower dismantling efforts. He’s sold his house and he’s moving further north into the
zero-land “blackhole”. Best wishes to Tom at his new QTH!

Dit Dit, Joe KCOVKN

Veep Ramblings - Tom Vinson NY@V

I am really bummed out. I just spoke with Rod, KWDAS and he ]
tells me that several of the guys around town worked into JA on 6m &
not too long ago. I knew 6m would be opening soon. I was just !
kinda hoping that I would be moved and have the beam up so |
could be in on another summer of 6m DX. That means I’ll have to
wait till next summer for a nice 6m opening.

Things have been slow in getting back together since the move. Between having the 7™ rainiest
June on record, putting the house together, and then traveling for work I haven’t been able to get
out in the yard and pull cables, lay ground radials and all the rest that goes with putting the
station back on the air. Never fear, it will rain less and less over the next two months and I
should be able to get the 4 ele SteppIR up in the air as well as the Big IR MK3 Vertical...at
least by the time the snow flies! It is not all bad news, I did get the motorized LM-470 tower to
work and raised it up to 69°. I had a bit of a surprise when I opened up the NEMA box where |
store the control and found it to be full of ants! A few sprays of Raid and that was that.

On another note, Dave Jourdan, President of Nauticos Corp. has just come out with a book
entitled: “Never Forgotten: The Deep Sea Search for Amelia Earhart” You can find the book
links on Nauticos.com. Dave has amateur radio smattered through it through Rod and my
exploits on Tarawa. Also, Dave will be speaking at Kirkwood’s Ballantyne Auditorium
Saturday night July 31*'. He will be presenting the expeditions and will have books there to sign.
We are using the weekend to have an Earhart team technical review, so I’ll be in town for that.
Maybe I’ll catch a few of you at Kirkwood.

I hope you are all enjoying your summer. 73, Gud DX — Tom, NYOV
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PG5M Visits the Pacific! - Gerben Menting PG5M

Introduction - Pacific Trip

I have been operating from a number of places in Africa and Asia with great fun and loved to
travel to all those places. But for many years I had a great interest in the Pacific with so many
tiny islands laying great distances apart. With DXpeditions visiting the Pacific, it is nice to
work them, but also to look up where they actually are, to learn what difficulties they encounter
when going to very remote places and to read the stories after their return. With Google Earth
it is now even more interesting as you can zoom into the small atolls and even see if there are
houses or other constructions.

Early 2009 I started exploring the possibilities of a trip to the Pacific. First thing to find out is
how you best get into the Pacific with the airline of your choice or which airline best serves this
purpose. For me KLM AirFrance is the obvious choice and it could bring me to Tahiti —
Papeetee in the eastern part of the Pacific or Tokyo, Seoul or Sidney or Wellington in the
western edge of the Pacific.

My first choice was to explore the islands in French Polynesia that were high enough on the
most wanted list. I have looked at the Marquesas group which are beautiful islands, interesting
culture and history and with enough demand from DXers. Next was to learn how you get to
those places from Papeetee and where to stay. There are various travel options to visit one or
more islands in this group but finding a suitable accommodation was more difficult. From
experience | know that having a vertical on the beach side works quite well and using a vertical
for this operation was the best fit in my strategy to reduce weight as much as possible. As most
of these island consist of high mountains, the accommodation should be somewhere on the
north side of the island. This leaves only a few places suitable for the operation. French
Polynesia is known for the luxurious and expensive hotels and resorts. Money wise this was not
my first choice so I looked only for the more basic type resorts or guesthouses. You can
certainly find this type of accommodation but another problem appeared. Most of the smaller
resorts and hotels at the small islands have very limited availability of electricity. It is quite
common that they run their own generator just a few hours per day. Although I found some very
interesting places, the lack of 24 hours of electricity reduced the choice again.

After Polynesia I started to explore the situation in Melanesia. First I checked airline routes and
this showed that any plan relies heavily on time tables and connections. After discovering that
interesting connections were not in operation anymore, or airports closed, I finally found that
AirPacific had a good connection between Sidney and Fiji and from Fiji I could get a
connection to Tuvalu and Kiribati. As both countries consisted of small atolls

with accommodation very close to the beach, the choice was made. Both Tuvalu (T2) and
Tarawa (T30) were high enough on the wanted list to be considered interesting for the radio
community.

After checking on the license application process, I learned that you should start 3 months in
advance to be sure having the permission secured. So when I had decided that my travel should
take place during September, I started the license application in May. An interesting thing was
that for the three countries I wanted to apply for a license all have completely different rules,
fees and timelines. For Tuvalu you cross the arrival hall at the airport and walk into the telecom
building where you apply and get your license at the spot. For Kiribati there is an application
form which you need to submit together with some other documents. This can be done via e-
mail. After you transfer the AUD 100 license fee, you get the license by e-mail in return.
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For Fiji you also have an application form and together with a copy of your home license, specs
of the radio equipment and a certificate of good conduct, you send it together with the
application fee by mail to the telecom authorities in Suva, Fiji.

In my case I transferred the money to Kiribati but apparently the banks messed it up and after
tracing via my bank, I got proof of payment and with this they could locate the money in
Kiribati. Unfortunately this took a long time but had very good support from the Telecom
Authorities officer.

For Fiji I had a similar problem as my application with application fee did not arrive, although it
was sent registered. After many weeks it was found and the process could start. A few weeks
before my departure I contact Fiji again as I needed the license but also the temporary import
permission for the equipment. Fortunately, the import permission was issues two weeks before
departure, but still no sign of the license/call sign.

In the meantime I contacted other amateurs who had
been there to ask for advice on accommodation, antenna
situations, etc. I checked on available hotels and
guesthouses and used Google Earth to explore the
location for antennas at the various hotels. That this
exercise can be very useful was clearly proven when [
went to Pula Sibu in Malaysia. The Rimba Resort had
free space to the North North-West which was Europe
and US. When actually at the spot I experienced it was
indeed a good location. Later I heard from Enno, PF5X
that he was also on Pulau Sibu a year before but at the
Sea Gipsy resort on the other side of the island. he
experienced no signals from Europe as there was a small
mountain just north of him. So checking on Google
makes sense.

My main target was to visit Tuvalu (T2) and West
Kiribati (T390) and wanted to stay for about a week on
each island. The only airline connection with both islands was provided by AirPacific, flying
from Fiji. So my initial flight was from Amsterdam to Nadi on Fiji. I planned not to have the
connecting flights too tight to avoid having problems if flights were delayed. At the same time,
it gave me the opportunity to operate also from Fiji (3D2). AirPacific is flying only on Tuesdays
and Thursdays to both islands so this actually formed the basis of the travel plan.

The next step was to book the accommodation. For Fiji I stayed at the "amateur radio friendly"
Club Fiji Resort which is not far from the Nadi international airport and has a chalet very close
to the sea. On Tarawa I booked the government owned Otintaai Hotel, and on Funafuti the
Hideaway Guesthouse.

As this was a solo DXpedition, I had to take the weight of all the equipment and personal gear
seriously into consideration in order not to pay a premium for excess luggage and at the same
time allow me to be able to handle all the luggage myself. Moving around with 6 or 8 boxes is
not really handy when traveling.

For more than a year I had started a few projects with the aim of reducing the weight of my
luggage. The first project was a T-Match tuner that would replace my small MFJ tuner. In this
particular case, | wanted to have a tuner with a higher efficiency but it resulted in a tuner which
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weighed more.. However, I now would have the capability to match a wide range of antenna
situations, including balanced feed lines.

For the antenna part, I first wanted to bring a doublet antenna with open feed line but later
decided to stick with my ECO R7+ vertical for 40m to 10m. All my accommodations were
located directly at the beach and therefore I could locate a vertical antenna very close to the
water line. Last year I had made a carrying case for this antenna which was made of cardboard
and fitted into a ski-bag which I bought for just 5 Euro. The bag was 207 cm long and 12 by 12
cm square. There was also space for a fiber glass pole and some coax cable. After viewing some
web sites and pictures of other DXpeditions I found that in some cases the luggage was loaded
in the passenger area of a small plane where space was limited. Realizing that long boxes could
cause problems in small planes, I decided to repackage my antenna.

I acquired a large piece of thick cardboard
(packing material for a big fridge) from a
retail shop. I cut and folded it so it formed a
box that could contain the antenna elements
of the R7+ and the DX-Wire fiber glass
pole. My wife made a bag of very strong
fiber sheet with two handles. Now the box
measures 135x16x16 cm. As a side effect, it
was also more than a kilo lighter than the
tall box.

[ really like the Bencher paddle because it
has a very heavy base plate to avoid moving
around on the table. This is very practical at
home but not for traveling on airplanes. Therefore I used the paddle of an old ETM keyer
mounted on a strip of PCB material which I affixed to the Elecraft K3 radio. During operation,
the K3 with power supply are heavy enough to serve as a base for the paddle. This saved me
about 1.2 kilo. The paddle will only be used for some occasional messages since during a
normal pileup, I will only use the keyboard. Furthermore, having a paddle allows me to use the
electronic keyer in the K-3 if my PC fails.

For this trip I also replaced my old Dell laptop with a new mini notebook which was about half
the weight of the Dell. This notebook has a 10.2" screen which is good enough for the logging
screen of NIMM.

With reduced equipment weight, I still would be overweight and was wondering how I could
manage to keep the costs for excess luggage at a minimum. With a suitcase and the antenna box
as check-in luggage, I had a trolley (small wheeled suitcase) with the gear (K3, power supply,
laptop, photo camera) and a small backpack to hand carry. With the radio in the trolley, I was
prepared to answer all kind of questions from customs and security people.

For the first stretch I knew I had no overweight problem but the test was with Air Pacific as they
are more strict on overweight. In Sydney I was in transit and two pieces of checked-in luggage
were simply re-labeled and forwarded to Fiji; no extra charge. On the way to Kiribati, [ had 8
KG overweight and was charged AUD 64 for this. On the return trip from Kiribati, no one ever
checked the weight so there was no extra charge.



Eastern lowa Dxer July 2010

For Tuvalu I had to first fly to Suva on the other end of the Fiji main island, by a domestic flight
for which no weight was checked. In Suva, the lady at the counter told me that I could not hand
carry the trolley as I would certainly get trouble with security. What could I do? I had to check
in three pieces of luggage which resulted in excess luggage of 19 KG at the price of AUD 152.
This was a situation I had not anticipated. But overall I was still below my estimated costs for
excess luggage. During the whole trip, I was never asked about the radio in my luggage.

Viti Levu, Fiji

As mentioned before, [ used Fiji
as the central location for the
flights to Tarawa (T30) and
Funafuti (T2) and using the
available time for operating. In
practice this meant arriving in the
evening, taking some food,
installing the antenna on the
beach (during darkness), and
assembling the radio station after
which I could operate a couple of
hours. The following day was
used for some necessary shopping
and operating until 10 PM. After
10 PM I first started to take down the antenna (again during darkness) followed by packing all
equipment and personal gear to be ready for an early departure the next day.

Before departing from the Netherlands, I still did not have my license, so it was still to be seen
how this would develop. I did have the temporary import permission so I could at least enter Fiji
with my equipment. After arrival in the evening I had still no license on hand, so took a dinner
and went to sleep after 30 hours of traveling. The next morning I contacted the license officer in
Suva again and fortunately received my call sign. This was the moment to get into action. |
started to assemble the vertical antenna but found that one hose clamp was missing (and was
still on the workbench at home). I rushed to downtown Nadi to buy three hose clamps from a
hardware store. Within about 2 hours everything was up and running and I could start enjoying
the pile-ups.

In one of the restaurants of the resort was an Internet PC with a very slow connection. It was
open from 10 AM till 9 PM and I went there a couple of times to read my e-mail and to update
my web site.

Operating details

September 7 - I started the first pile-up at 04:16Z on 30m. The band was very quiet and nice
signals from the US. After about 1.5 hours I moved to 20m where I had a nice pile-up and a
good opening to Europe. The next morning I started early to try on 30m and 40m but without
results. As I was unable to make QSOs I decided to dismantle the vertical and pack the
equipment. This gave me some time to go to the Internet cafe next door to read my e-mail and
to update my web site after which I went to the Nadi International airport for the flight to
Tarawa, Kiribati.
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At check-in, I had 8 KG excess luggage for which I had to pay FID 64. The officer at the
security check asked me about the content of the trolley, hand lifted it to check the weight and
quickly wished me a good flight. This hurdle was taken and I was ready to enjoy the flight to
Tarawa, Kiribati which was actually the first of my two target destinations.

Tarawa, Western Kiribati

September 8 - | arrived at the Bairiki
International Airport where many people were
greeting the new arrivals. Tarawa has some
11,000 inhabitants and all international travel is
by two flights (Tuesday and Thursday) and a
number of vessels. It was no wonder there are so
many people at the airport welcoming friends
and family. The airport is rather small and I
quickly got through customs but got stuck at the 55
baggage claim. After waiting in an extremely hot &5
and humid room in the airport building, the —
baggage arrived and was pushed through some
sort of gate and placed in the middle of the small room. People started searching for their bags
and quickly it looked like a nest with ants. I took my time and tried not to move too much in
order keep my body temperature under control. After a while I was able to pick my two cases
from the pile and moved outside where it was still warm but a lot more pleasant.

The hotel shuttle took about 15 minutes to deliver all guests to the Otintaai Hotel, the only
(government owned) hotel. Tarawa has a number of guesthouses as well. On advice from
several other operators who were there before, I had asked for room 7 which is at the end of the
east wing. The location is excellent as you can easily walk into the garden and work on the
antennas which can be placed right at the edge of the lagoon.

For my preparation of this trip I received some pictures from JABMK of this location which
was very helpful. Just because of this, I brought two stainless steel clamps to fix the vertical
antenna to one of the poles that keeps the fence in place. It was quite a challenge to get the
vertical on top of the tube by myself but I managed to get it done by the use of two guy wires.
I needed only 10 meters of coax to reach the radio in the room.

The first contact was made at 15:17Z on 40m. I

was surprised by the extremely strong signals We'stipibati
and at one point I had to adjust the audio to an ﬂ
acceptable level to protect my ears. I could work
Japan, US and Europe at the same time and |
soon had a good pileup which became more
difficult to work. In some case I recognized that
other DX stations started their operation close to
my frequency which quickly caused confusion
and finally I had to cease operation.

Sometimes I could work the pileup until conditions faded out but sometimes the pileup
developed into a chaos where nobody was listening anymore. This was partly caused by the fact
that my signal was very weak in Europe but largely by the misbehavior of some people at the
other end, which was difficult for me to hear. I had cases where I had to pause for 15 minutes to
get the pileup silent and could start with the right procedure again; once I have called a station, I
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want to finish that QSO, no matter how long it takes, but some callers did not honor my
commitment.

The next day I constructed a 40m vertical for which I brought a 15m tall DX-wire fiber pole. I
ran a wire from the top down and connected it to a current balun. This was about 5 meters above
ground level. At the balun I connected two elevated radials. With the miniVNA I did some
measurements and made the necessary adjustments. I had a good SWR and there was no need
for an additional tuner. Although it is difficult to make a good comparison with the R7+, I'm
convinced that this 40m vertical improved my signal due to it's physical length and its lower
radiation angle.

Conditions were quite different day by day and it was a bit frustrating to have fantastic pileups
and propagation one day and many hours of dead bands the next day. Nevertheless, there were
several fantastic pileups and I was even able to work good pileups on 15m and 12m. One day I
started on 15m that looked dead but within minutes I had a huge pileup for a couple of hours.
The most useful bands were 40m, 20m and 17m.

Wireless Internet access was provided in the restaurant so my tablemate was my laptop.

The connection was very slow so the first thing was to start downloading my e-mail and then
order my food. This way I was able to get some feedback from the e-mails and the DX-cluster
and also to answer the mail and update my web site while awaiting my food.

The last day I started early to take down the 40m vertical after which I worked a good pileup on
20m until I0AM when I had to close down the station. I needed to take down the R7+ vertical
and pack my equipment because the plane would leave Tarawa at 04:15PM.

Checking in at the airport was again an activity in a small room with extreme high temperature
and humidity. All passengers were like sardines in a tin and queuing for the inspection of the
suitcases. After this the luggage was placed on a scale but the guy did not read the weight so
this time I did not pay for excess luggage. After a while, a mini-van drove over the runway for
inspection and to remove possible obstacles or debris. Later a police officer on a motorbike
with siren drove along the runway to alarm the local people that the plane was near and they
should leave the runway. Sometime later, the plane arrived, exchanged passengers quickly and
headed back to Fiji again. During take-off several people were waiting alongside the runway to
wave us goodbye, including the police officer on his bike.

Viti Levu, Fiji

15 September - Arrival at Nadi airport was
around 7:30PM. When I arrived at the Club Fiji
Resort after dinner, I decided against a nighttime
antenna installation. Instead I went to bed to get
some good rest. The next morning I installed the
vertical on the beach which was done quickly as
I knew the place for the antenna and the fixing
points for guy wires. The rest of the day I spent
on the radio and then did some shopping, e-mail
and web site maintenance. Working US and
Japan was easy, of course, but fortunately there
were also two good openings to Europe. ‘
Although my operating time on Fiji was limited, I had the impression that propagation was
much better than from Tarawa and QSOs could be made throughout the day and evening.
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Another observation was the high number of dupes.

In the evening at 10PM I started to take down the antenna again as I had to leave very early the
next day. This was an exercise that had to be done very carefully so I would not lose any of the
small bolts and nuts in the sand or stumble over the various wires that were on the ground. 1
also had to be careful that other guests would not stumble over my coax cable when they were
passing by my chalet.

The next morning I left early for the
Tu \V 4~ | I u trip to Tuvalu which began with a
domestic flight from Nadi to Suva. The
suitcase and antenna-box were checked
in and I could hand carry the trolley
and back pack into the plane, which
was a two engine turboprop. After
arrival in Suva I had to check-in at the"
international section" for the flight to
Funafuti, Tuvalu

IOTA: OCO154 =

Funafuti, Tuvalu

16 September - Although the small size of the Bonikri International Airport on Tarawa was
quite an experience, the airport on Funafuti is even smaller and I would consider this the
absolute bare minimum space needed to operate an airport. Customs, immigration and luggage
collection is all in the same room of just some 25 sqm. After the airplane was parked in front of
the arrival hall, we disembarked and followed the usual procedures in a relaxed atmosphere.

However, a custom officer wanted to know what I had in the tall box. Once I mentioned that it
was an antenna, he asked for an invoice and started to talk about some sort of import duty. I
mentioned that [ was going to bring the antenna with me when leaving the country but he was
not convinced. He told me to leave the antenna at the airport and come back the next day. I
thought that was not a good idea and continued to discuss how to solve the issue. As I had to
wait until all departing passenger had boarded the plane, I decided to go the telecom office to
collect my license. Perhaps this could help in the discussion with customs.

I met Mr. Anisi Penitusi who is the license
issuing officer and with whom I had
communicated about the license application. |
paid the AUD 50 license fee and got my receipt
that also indicated my call sign T2G. The license
would be prepared and delivered later in the
week. With the receipt in hand, I went back to
customs to continue my attempt to get my
antenna. Finally (after all passengers left the
airport) [ was allowed to take the antenna with
me but had to report to customs headquarters the
next day.

After leaving the airport building I found myself alone in the parking lot and had a problem
getting a taxi, as there are just only a handful of taxis on the island. After an hour a taxi showed
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up and was willing to bring me to my guesthouse at Tengako at the northern part of the island,
some 15 minutes drive.

After arriving at the guesthouse, I started to get things organized. I positioned a table close to
the electrical outlet because there were no extension cords available. The table position was in
front of the main entrance door which I always had open for some cooling by the sea breeze.
With the absence of the sea breeze it was extremely hot and humid. I went back to Fongafale,
the area around the airport, to rent a motorbike and buy the necessary food and drinks.

I was immediately concerned about the location as the garden was covered with tall coconut and
palm trees which was an undesirable situation for my vertical. Also the backyard of the
guesthouse was not suitable. Since I had no other choice, I started to assemble the antenna and
mounted this on a iron tube of about 1.5m above the ground at an open spot between the trees.

Although I worked stations from the US, Japan and Europe, signals were not very strong. The
next morning I examined the situation in the backyard which ends at the ocean. It was a sloping
area with some sort of small dike at the ocean and with trees on top. This was certainly not the
right place for the antenna.

The "beach" behind the dike was fully covered with small and big pebble stones and not suitable
for installation of the antenna. But I discovered an iron bar sticking out of the surface at the
beach side, close to the top of the dike. This was a good place to place the vertical and to guy it
with two ropes.

My “good” antenna site was rather far from the guesthouse. I had to figure out if [ had enough
coax cable to reach this place. With 39 and 24 meters of coax connected together I could just
cover the distance. I made sure that the coax was lifted from the surface by trees and branches to
avoid being effected by animals such as pigs (the neighbors were farming pigs) or crabs. The
joint between the two cables was covered with a plastic bag and kept in the air by a branch to
avoid water getting into the joint.

Although the new position of the R7+ was still not ideal, it was certainly better. Later I
discovered that at high tide the waves flushed around the base of the antenna and the waves
caused a cloud of salty spray over the entire antenna.

After the antenna was installed near the ocean, I had to visit the customs HQ to discuss it with
the "boss". This was just a courtesy visit and once I promised that I would take the antenna back
with me, the case was cleared.

There were no outstanding issues anymore and I could continue working the pileups. It was
more or less the same situation as on Tarawa with all day Japan, often also US and so now and
then Europe.

It is common practice that several people are purposefully interfering with the transmit
frequency of DX-stations (which again triggers others to respond, and so on...). During one
particular operation I discovered someone jamming my listening frequencies and was even
moving up and down when discovering my listening frequency. This is the first time [ came
across this type jamming. As usual, best thing is to just ignore it.

On September 18 I erected the 40m vertical with elevated radials. I placed it in the middle of
the garden in front of the guesthouse. The 15 meter tall pole stood 5 meters above the trees.
The remaining 10 meters of coax was connected to this antenna with the feed point at about 5
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meters above the ground. Switching antennas was now a matter of disconnecting and
reconnecting of coax cables. The 40m vertical worked well — a good addition to the R7+.

In the guesthouse I had no access to a telephone or Internet so it became a practice to take the
motorbike and drive to Funafuti to visit an Internet cafe. Fortunately, they had a reasonable
connection and were very inexpensive. However, such a trip was at least 2x 15minutes driving
plus the time in the cafe. Sometimes I combined this also with necessary shopping for food and
drinks.

Since the second day on the island, I visited the Vaiaku Lagi Hotel in Funafuti for breakfast or
lunch now and then. I learned that they provided air-conditioned rooms with Internet access.
Besides that, they had an excellent garden between the hotel and the lagoon. This appeared to
me as an excellent accommodation but unfortunately they were fully booked till Tuesday. I
decided to book the last two days of my stay there as the circumstances looked much better than
the guesthouse for a number of reasons (personal conditions, Internet, antenna situation).

Tuvalu is a special case when it comes to your personal expenses. All payments are in cash
since you cannot use credit cards. I brought sufficient Australian Dollars with me. However,
with the hotel being more than double the price of the guesthouse, it immediately changed my
financial situation. Fortunately the extra money I brought covered the extra expenses, but you
can imagine my initial concerns.

The daily routine was to first scan the bands for activity. But this was sometimes frustrating
because it happened often that I could hear some stations but did not get a reply on my CQ
calling. When operating was not possible, I used the time to sleep, exploring the island by
motorbike, doing shopping, or visiting the Internet cafe for mail, web site maintenance or
making calls to the family. But the fact that I could not make QSOs was most frustrating as you
can imagine.

I noticed that with my equipment being exposed to the very humid salty atmosphere on the
island, things got rusty very quickly. In just 5 days, some of the hardware of the vertical
became very rusty. Even the small screws on the K3 became rusty. During my stay, some
engineers were fixing a new antenna and equipment for a new mobile GSM network. During
this task they had to dismantle an old Kathrein vertical GSM antenna from a 40m high tower
which was just 5 years old. It was completely damaged by the harsh climate. Even the big
satellite dishes will not last for more than 5 years.

September 21 - I visited the Vaiaku Lagi Hotel to meet the handyman, Henry, to discuss the
installation of my antenna. He collected a one meter long 2" steel pipe from his workshop which
I could use for placing my R7+ vertical at the edge of the lagoon. He was also available for any
help I might need. The next day I packed all my gear and was ready to move to the hotel. I had
arranged a taxi the day before to pick up my suitcase and box but he did not show up. So I took
my trolley and drove on the motorbike to the hotel after which I started to search for a taxi. [
drove around town for more than an hour and I finally ended up somewhere between houses
after many people gave me directions and suggested to ask further on. Actually the driver was
sleeping but his mother told him to get up. I gave him instructions to pick up my gear from the
guesthouse. About 40 minutes later he appeared at the hotel with the remainder of my stuff.

I installed the R7+ again, but this time at the lagoon side, straight in front of my room. The steel
pipe was placed in the water (at high tide) and the antenna fixed on top of it. Two guy wires
kept the antenna in position. As soon as I had installed the radio, I started to operate. The new
accommodation was a real pleasure and having Internet 24 hrs a day was a good extra. The R7+
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was in an excellent position with (at high tide) some 50cm above the water and with free take
off to Europe, US and Japan. I enjoyed another two days with nice operating conditions but
finally had to prepare for my departure.

My plane to Fiji was scheduled for Thursday, 24 September at 12:30PM so there was plenty of
time in the morning to take down the antenna and pack all the equipment. At 10AM I had to
check-in at the airport after which I could go back to the hotel and report back at the airport at
around 12. It took only 1 minute walk from the hotel to the airport which is the shortest distance
I have ever experienced!

When checking-in at the airport I was told that there was a delay and the plane had not left Fiji
yet. But around 11:30AM we got the information that the flight was canceled. Here my room at
the hotel proved to be a benefit as [ was back at the hotel quickly and reclaimed my room. This
was not a problem because without a plane, there are no new guests. Immediately I reinstalled
the antenna and was on the air within 1.5 hours. Normally you would be disappointed if your
flight is canceled but this time I welcomed such a cancellation!

The next morning I followed the same exercise as the day before and at I0AM I was at the
airport again for the check-in. This time the flight was confirmed and my luggage was checked
in without paying for excess luggage.

Viti Levu, Fiji

September 25 — I arrived in Suva and had a connecting flight to Nadi but that was the schedule
of the previous day. AirPacific had made arrangements to get their passengers to their final
destination, but not for all. I was now scheduled to have a flight at 8 PM to Nadi but managed to
get a connecting flight at 5 PM. Because I also arrived one day late at Club Fiji, they did not
have my preferred room 10 available. I now got room 7 which was closer to the reception area
and thus had more people crossing in front of my chalet. However, I could use the same location
for the antenna.

After I spent my last hours of operating of this Pacific DXpedition, I packed the equipment for
the 7th time, but this time for the return trip home. It was a wonderful experience to visit these
small nations in the Pacific Ocean and experience the friendliness and hospitality of the people
and relaxed atmosphere. I have enjoyed a fantastic DXpedition to a new destination. I hope this
operation has given many of you a chance to contact one or more (new) countries and you
enjoyed the pile ups as I did. I hope to meet you on one of my future trips.

WWQOE Tidbits - Jerry Rappel WWGE

Nearly every newsletter, Jerry always manages to find some stuff for inclusion! Here are a few
for this month — VKN

Jun 23, 2010: K4DY achieves 10-Band WAS via LoTW -- Les K4DY achieved WAS on 10
bands after receiving a match from Alabama on 6 meters back in February, 2010! Congrats Les.
Les also credits Fred KH7Y for getting going on LoTW and confirming a 2008 QSO from
Hawaii on 6 meters.

Look this up in your Funk & Wagnalls - Is it just me? I've noticed these "words of the day" in
QST over the past few months, mainly in the product review section: arcane, propensity,
parlance, plethora, aesthetics, diminutive, umbiquitous, extols, reconnoitering. When's the last
time you used one in your everyday conversation?
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Dismantling NY@V’s Antennas — Tom Vinson NY@V

It was a sad day in Mudpville as I finally could wait no longer for
3CO to come up on their delayed DXpedition. Here are a few
pictures of some of the dismantling going on. Our OOB or Order
of Battle was to remove the D1 director of the KT34XA first then
take down the 5 ele 6m beam around the boom of the KT. That
provided enough room to drop the KT down. From that we
lowered the mast until we could reach the 2 ele 40m beam.

Photos above & left show Bryan KAOGYSQ
moving to remove the 6m beam after removing
the D1 element from the KT.

Photos at right shows Tom NYOV and Bryan
KAOYSQ lowering the mast down through the

tower to reach the 2 ele 40m beam. Bryan uses
block and tackle to lower the mast while Tom
controls tension on the thrust bearing.

The next day Coonrod came out with their 50 ton
crane. We were able to set him up, lift off the
entire 64’ Trylon, lay it beside the road, and tear
down the crane within one hour.

Coonrod’s 50 ton crane (right) tends to put a wee
bit of a divot or two into the grass! Once set up, it
was just a matter of attaching three web-straps
(one on each leg) to the top of the tower. Once the
bolts were removed from the base, the tower
popped right off. Fortunately, Tom was able to
get off the tower before the bolts were removed!
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Joe Freeland bought the tower and will be having an antenna putting up party this summer! I
have already planted a Tri-Ex LM-470 motorized crank-up/tilt over tower at the new QTH in
Chatfield, MN. It may take me all summer to get the 4 ele SteppIR up and radiating though.

Submitted by Tom, NYOV

DXCC Card Checking Is As Close as EIDXA

EIDXA members can get their DX QSL cards checked for
DXCC credit from the following club members:

* ARRL Midwest Division Director, and EIDXA member,
Cliff Ahrens KOCA: cahrens@mywdo.com.

* EIDXA member Tom Vavra WB8ZRL: wb8zrl@arrl.net.

* EIDXA member Mike Nowack NA9Q: na9q@arrl.net.

0 0 0

The Deep Sea Quest for

Amelia Earhart
by
David W. Jourdan
President, Nauticos LLC

7:30 PM Sat. July 31, 2010
Kirkwood College, lowa Hall, Ballantyne Auditorium

Admission Free

Sponsored by:
Rockwell Collins Amateur Radio Club
Cedar Rapids Section of the IEEE Women In Engineering (WIE) and Life Member Groups
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) lowa Section

DILBERT" by Scott Adams
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