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The Coronavirus and
Amateur Radio

The world is saturated with

COVID-19 so why not here?  

During my past two weeks of

self-isolation I’ve had plenty of

time to think about the

unbounded implications of this

virus with ever increasing death

tolls and unimaginable impact on

the economy.  It is a huge

problem to think about it and too

much thinking will hurt your

head.  Lately I’ve been trying to

limit my thinking about what it

does to my favorite hobby,

amateur radio.

Radio amateurs are by there

very nature people-persons.

 Most get on the air to talk to

other hams.  I know of the ham-

stereotype of this almost hermit-

like creature in a darkened

shack hunched over black

equipment with just a few pilot

lights highlighting the op.

I remember when I first came to

Collins my mentor, also a ham

from Wyoming, was always

talking about a mutual friend,

also a ham.  He worried that the

friend was having a mental
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breakdown.  It seems that he

would lock himself in his shack

for 48 hours over a weekend and

have almost no contact with his

family or anyone else.  He was

having a lot of contacts but not

everyone could understand the

life of a contester!  

Stories like this probably helped

create the stereotypes that I

contend are inaccurate.  Hams

are a social bunch.  We may not

talk to each other very much

over the air, VHF/UHF being an

exception, but we sure do a lot

of eye-balling.  I’m a member of

three ham clubs and there are

more in the corridor.   There are

lunches where hams get

together.  ROMEO has to have

been meeting for more than 30

years and it is still a lot of fun.

But it doesn’t end here.  I and

many others feel the year is not

complete without attending one

or more amateur radio

conventions where we meet

even more hams often from

around the world.  My point is

that we are a social hobby that

has a large element of person to

person direct contact.

So what happens when that direct contact ends within a few days?

 First we learn the International DX Convention in Visalia has been

canceled.  How dare they?  That is followed by all sorts other

cancellations until finally we hear that the big one, the Dayton

Hamvention, will be canceled for the first time in 66 years.  By this time

it is making total sense.  COVID-19 is serious business.  The aging

ham population is a group at the highest risk.  It has always taken

EIDXA Newsletter Apr 2020 http://us14.forward-to-friend.com/forward/preview?u=9c710146175371...

3 of 33 3/29/2020, 5:14 PM



effort to avoid a cold or some bug at Dayton and they say this is a lot

more contagious.  So the decision is correct.

But we are losing everything!  Well at least for awhile social isolation is

the only prudent approach.  I’m not sure anyone knows how long but

seeing the rate of increase at present I conclude it might be months

instead of weeks.  What should we do?

Hams have so many advantageous over many other hobby groups we

should take advantage of them.  What about getting on the air?  The

bands seem more active, everyday is like a weekend.  More people

are getting on.  At times bands are open to someplace even if it is hard

to find a signal.  Call CQ.  Make at least a QSO a day.  Get on FT8.

Or get on 2 meters and chat.  For those who can get into our 5.19

repeater more activity would be welcomed.  We could have coffee

together chatting on 10 meters or some other out of the way place.

You could fix your station or make it better.  In a few weeks antenna

work will be OK as long as you don’t need a crew.  You can catch up

on QSLing or just come up with a plan for what countries you are

missing on 80 meters.  Or you could learn something new or relearn

something old.  Do you still remember how to use a Smith-Chart?

 What about using a program to improve your contesting skills or just

increase your code speed?  I’ve found looking at ham radio videos on

YouTube to be a lot of fun.  Watching a highly skilled CW operator

running and picking up multipliers using SO2R is neat.  Or seeing a

dream antenna installation go up can help you understand the effort

behind some of those big signals.  There must be thousands of

YouTube ham videos.

Whatever you do, stay safe.  This is a scary time and about all we can

do is stay away from others.  The good news is that there is no

evidence that the Coronavirus can be transferred by RF!

73, Jim WØSR

Musings from the lunatic fringe
Bob WØGXA
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I'm inside today updating the

newsletter watching the last

gasp of winter (snow), I hope!

I was thirty-six weeks on the

road last year and so far this

year, zero trips between

February and at least June.  On

the plus side, I have plenty of

time for spring projects in the

yard and on the tower.

Club News and Administrative Items

EIDXA Minutes January 31, 2020

Jim WØSR welcomed the 29 attendees

Secretaries report (David KØLUM)

Dave gave a brief recap of the October meeting.

Treasurer’s report (NAØQ)  

A donation was made to Mercy in thanks for providing use of their

meeting room.  The treasury showed a slight increase over a year ago.

Committee Reports

Contest committee  (Jeff WØODS, George (Hall) NG7A)  

Need one more member.  It was suggested to ask Bob Lee WØGXA.

DX funding (Terry  WØAWL, Glenn WØGJ, Mike NA9Q)  

No major expeditions in the near future. There was discussion whether

the funding criteria should be eased.  The committee will talk it over

and make recommendation.

Membership Committee (Tom WB8ZRL )

One applicant to vote on.  After the vote Mike WØHAF was welcomed

as an associate member.

DX cluster (Tom WB8ZRL)
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The cluster is running fine.  Some people have experienced

disconnects but it does not seem to be the cluster.

Webmaster (Craig KØCF not in attendance)  

Sends report that he has put up an archive of meeting minutes going

back to January 2012.  If there are any older send them to him.

Repeater committee (Steve NØUP, Jason NRØX neither present)

Repeater is functioning normally.

Nomination committee  ( W3ACO, K8OM).  

We need one more member.  Any volunteers?

Program committee (vacant).  

We need 3 members to help find 4 programs a year.  Looking for

volunteers.  This (the program) is a chief reason for coming to the

meeting, so please consider helping out! - Ed.

ARRL Directors report  (Rod KØDAS not present)

Old Business

Hat sales  (Sam KØAFN) 3 available 1 dark and 2 white.

Bob Locher’s proposal discussed.  Which led to a question about

where EIDXA is heading and what is its role in amateur radio.

Suggested that we sign up for a room at Mercy for a year at a time.  

Does that make problems with matching speaker availability?

St Louis Hamfest (Jim NOØB) Items discussed there:  Changes at

ARRL headquarters, changes in ARRL publications — New beginner

magazine, some smaller ones going digital.

Iowa Parks on-the-air

http://www.arrl.org/news/iowa-state-parks-on-the-air-2020-celebrating-

centennial-of-iowa-state-parks

Auctions and raffles

A Pitcairn first day cover from 1938 and tie were donated for auction

by Glenn WØGJ.  Proceeds went to EIDXA treasury.  Both were
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purchased by WØEFW

CDs of Ham Radio Magazine  won byJeff WØODS

Daiwa watt meter won by KØFLY

PK-232MBX won by WØHAF

Following the meeting an excellent program was given by Glenn

WØGJ

David KØLUM Secretary

Watch your email for further
information!

 April xxx, 2020
TBD

Social Hour 6:30 PM

Meeting & Program 7:30 PM

Meeting and location information here
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Program: TBD

Please note: Meetings are postponed indefinitely.  Since we are

meeting at a hospital, we won't be allowed to use the room until the

hospital is open for normal business.  If you've tried to enter a hospital

lately, you know they're locked down pretty tight.

Card Checkers

We have three club members who can

check your QSL cards

Tom, WB8ZRL

Glenn, WØGJ

Mike, NA9Q

Contact info can be found here: 

http://www.arrl.org/dxcc-card-checker-

search

Member Spotlight

Nothing to report this month.  If

you haven't been featured in the

newsletter, let me know.  We'd

love to do a story.
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DX News

NIL
Seems like there are only cancellations of DXpeditions

Looking ahead to better days, so maybe DXpeditions being delayed

won't be all bad.

[CANCELLED] ZF2PG – Cayman Islands

[CANCELLED] CP6 Bolivia Low Bands activity

[POSTPONED] 4V5H – Haïti

[CANCELLED] CE0Y/VE7ACN Easter Island

POSTPONED] ZC4MK – Cyprus SBA

[POSTPONED] Polap Atoll (OC-155) & Satawal Atoll (OC-299)

[POSTPONED] ZA/HG2DX – Albania

[POSTPONED] PZ5G – Papegaaien Isl, SA-092

[POSTPONED] Chesterfield Islands DXpedition 2020

[POSTPONED] PJ2/DK5ON – Curacao
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Special Edition – 2019 DXCC Year End Review 
Joe Reisert, W1JR – January 1, 2020

Reprinted with permission - Many thanks to W1JR and W3UR!

2019 Overview

This was another difficult year for DXers. As we approach Solar

Minimum, radio propagation is poor at best especially on the higher

HF bands. Only two of the 20 “Most Wanted Entities” were activated

and those operations were by single ops. There were approximately

283 entities activated, five less than in 2018. There were at least a

dozen large scale DXpeditions for the Deserving. A major DXpedition

to Bouvet I. (3YØI) failed to land.

2019 in Review

Activity overall was down on SSB and CW since it is now being shared

in a big way with the weak signal digital modes. Despite the radio

conditions, activity as usual was good from the Caribbean and Africa.

The cost to stage or finance a DXpedition is increasing as is the

difficulty to activate the rarer entities. See “Who Pays for that New

One,” QST, October 2018, pg. 69. Participant’s often have to share at

least 50% of the total cost and hope for donations to cover the rest of

the trip.
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The 2019 VP6R team on their way to Pitcairn Island (photo courtesy of

the VP6R website.)

The 3YØI DXpedition to Bouvet Island ran into problems with the ship

as they approached within about 70 miles (125 km) of the island and

they had to return to ZS-Land. Several other DXpeditions also

encountered difficulties which either limited operations or made their

life miserable. Antennas blew down, torrential rain and mud along with

an operator severely injured in a fall who had to be shipped out

(VP6R), gear impounded (J2ØDX and 3D2VR), security problems and

gear stolen (P29VCX), needed an armored car (6O7O), wire and

antennas stolen (D44TWO) were just a few of the problems

encountered to provide a new entity to the Deserving. Sometimes

these difficulties impacted the number of contacts that were made or

the bands used. Remember these sacrifices before complaining in the

comfort of your radio room!

One final comment on DXpeditions. Ralph, KØIR has recently

reminded us that it’s very important to leave the visited areas in good

condition and to be friendly with the locals. Some prior DXpeditions

behavior has hampered some future operations. This is not good.

Radio Propagation: Sunspot numbers are way down, Sometimes

there are none for several weeks. Solar flux has been near minimum

all year. Some low banders are experiencing better conditions.

There are all kinds of speculation by many forecasters as to when

Solar Cycle (SC) 24 will end and SC 25 will start. Some say we’re

heading for another Maunder Minimum. Others say SC 25 will be

similar to SC 24. It seems like every month or so there is another

expert making a prediction of the future of SC 25. The latest report

from NASA says that solar minimum will occur in April 2020 (+/- 6

months) , SC 25 will be similar to SC 24 and peak in 2025. I will take a

wait and see position.

EIDXA Newsletter Apr 2020 http://us14.forward-to-friend.com/forward/preview?u=9c710146175371...

11 of 33 3/29/2020, 5:14 PM



Club Log: This website/service (www.clublog.org) is becoming very

popular with DXers and DXpeditions. This is Club Log’s 12th year

under the direction of Michael, G7VJR. It provides a logging site which

is easily accessed and has over 610 million QSO records. When

DXpeditions have internet service, they often upload their log on a

daily basis. This allows DXers to check the DX log, see if they are in

the log and hence prevent wasteful duplicate QSOs on the same

band/mode.

Another service provided by Club Log is OQRS (Online QSL Request

Service). Also the DXCC Most Wanted List. This service shows the

rarity of each DXCC entity based on its large data base. At the end of

December 2019 the 10 DXCC entities in order of rarity are: P5, 3Y/B,

FT5/W, BS7H, CEØX, BV9P, KH7K, KH3, 3YØ/P and FT5/X. 2019

saw no operations in the top 10. There was some individual FT8 and

CW operations by VKØAI (Mac.) and SV2RSG/A (Mt. Athos)

respectively in the top 20. However many semi-rare entities were

activated during the year as will be seen later.

Digital Operations: Most of the larger DXpeditions (3 or more

operators) activated in 2019 were available on SSB, CW and digital

modes. The new digital modes, FT8 introduced in July 2017, FT8 F/H

(fox and hound) and FT4 in 2019 are game changers. They are a big

advancement in the state of the art of weak signal detection making

digital contacts in 1 minute or less possible versus the slower JT65

mode. Now many small less equipped stations can make contacts

when the bands seem closed! Many stations have already worked

over 200 and some over 250 entities on FT8. This new mode is

probably the biggest innovation to DX communication since SSB

became popular around 1958.

Band by Band Activity:

160 Meters: Activity was rather low except during DXpeditions and

contests. Most DXpeditions use 160 meters typically between 1820

and 1830. FT8 activity is growing around 1840. Try to avoid

frequencies divisible by 5 (e.g. 1820, 1825, 1830 etc.) since broadcast

birdies are often there.

75/80 Meters: Activity has increased slightly especially during winter

months. DXpeditions usually operate here either at the low end or
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around 3523 and around 3780-3800 on SSB. FT8 activity is increasing

around 3574.

60 Meters: Many more entities have now received permission to

operate on this band albeit they are often limited to 15 Watts and a

dipole antenna. Most DX activity is now concentrated on the third

channel around 5357 and almost entirely on the FT8 mode. Over 200

DXCC entities have been active on the band. FCC is still looking at

non-channelized operation near channel 3. The ARRL DXCC program

still does not recognize 60 meter contacts.

40 Meters: The Deserving are often active on CW on the bottom of

the band especially during darkness hours and during contests.

DXpeditions usually operate at the bottom of the band or around 7023.

Much activity has now moved to the digital modes, especially FT8

around 7074. SSB is mostly above 7100. Remember that USA

stations cannot operate SSB below 7.125 MHz but best to stay above

7.128 for safety. Most of the world can now operate from 7000-7200.

30 Meters: 30 meters is becoming more popular especially with

DXpeditions and low power stations. The new FT8 mode as well as

other digital modes are usually found between 10.135-10.150 MHz. 30

M is sometimes open 24 hours a day during the darker months.

Remember that USA stations are limited to 200 Watts output power.

20 Meters: 20 meters continues to be the go to band especially during

daylight although some of the activity has moved to the digital modes

between 14070-14090. SSB activity is still high. DXpeditions often

operate CW near 14023 and SSB near 14195..

10-17 meters: 17 meters is often as good and useable as 20 meters

since QRM is lower and more competitive. Much digital activity stays

around 18095-18110. 15 meters is becoming less reliable as sunspots

decrease although DX contests and DXpeditions still give it a try. 12

meters is very quiet except for some digital activity around 24915. 10

meters is likewise with some digital around 28074 if the band is open.

Poor conditions on 15 meters and especially 12 and 10 meters has

made it tough on DXpeditions. Summertime often yields QSOs but

usually from sporadic E propagation.

6 Meters: Nowadays this band relies mainly on sporadic E during May

through August and various meteor showers. Most of the activity is

now digital between 50250 and 50350.
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2019 Month by Month DX Activity Sample

SV2RSG/A Monk Iakovos Kutlumusian began operations from Mount

Athos in October. (photo courtesy of W3UR)

January: This year it was a real tough month propagation wise

especially on the upper HF bands and long DX paths. Despite this, at

least 219 entities were active, a few less than 2018. Some notable

rare to semi-rare stations active included: SØ1WS, 9G2HO and

9Q6BB (all three active all year on all bands and modes), YJ, S7, TZ,

9L, XZ, HC8, HKØA, TY, 5A and VKØ (Mac.).

February: 5T, V84SAA (58K Q), XX9D (36K), FH, T31EU (39K), T2,

A5A and 9U4RI (1.9K).
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March: T32, HC8, XRØZRC (37K), 5V7EI (3ØK), J5 and YJ. The big

disappointment was extreme weather that caused shipboard failures

which prevented activating 3YØI on Bouvet I.

April: VK9N (9.4K), JX7GIA (650 Q), VK9X, XT and OJØ.

May: FW and E31A (37K).

June: 3D2CR (33.8K but 66% FT8), 4W, T2 (4.7K) and XW.

July: E44WE, 1AØC (38K), TX2A (FO/A 25K) and CY9C (25K).

August: VK9APX (LHI), H44, TT8 and TO5M (FP 20K).

September: T6AA, T3ØL (13.6K), 9U3TMM (4K), 7Q7M, 6O7D

(8.5K), C21WW (27K), ZK3A (52.5K) and A82X (EL 46K).

October: Was a very active month especially with DXpeditions. Active

were T3ØGC, ZK3A (52.5K), TT8SN, HKØA, FH, VK9N, VP6R

(82.7K), D68, CYØ, SV2RSG/A, VU7RI (3.4K) and TO8OSP (FP 35K).

November: 4U1UN returned to the air thanks to the efforts of Adrian,

KO8SCA. Also active were H4ØTT, FW, 5U9AMO, TX7T (FO/M),

SV2RSG/A and VK9CZ

December: This was designated YOTA (Youngsters on the Air) month

with many stations using call signs with YOTA in same plus several

USA stations using 1X1 callsigns. Give them a call and encourage

them to join the DX community. A5ØBOC and A5B as well as

3D2AG/P (Rot.) and SV2RSG/A were active. 9Q6BB was active and

finally went QRT after 26.5KQ over several years.

Unauthorized Operations: There were many fake stations including

many DXpeditions (before activation). This is why DXpeditions are

reluctant to give out their call signs before commencing operation for

fear that their call sign will be pirated. Some of the pirated call signs

during this year included JX7DX, FS5DX, TS4IC, T33T and 9D2DX to

name a few. Also a few upcoming DXpeditions such as 3YØI. WFWL

(work first, worry later) still applies but if you know it’s a pirate, don’t

waste your time or $$ to support that activity. K9EL often lists pirate

call signs on the CQ Magazine Marathon page.

Furthermore, please don’t spot rare DX on the DX Cluster unless you
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know it’s legit and surely don’t spot rare DX call signs for test

purposes. It causes lots of bells to ring worldwide and unnecessary

worry. Finally, don’t post rare calls to thank someone for receiving a

QSL etc. No one is watching, cares or appreciates this type of

boasting.

CTU, CWA and DXU: Let’s not forget Contest University under the

direction of Tim, K3LR. It is now in its 13th year having had over 7,500

students in 8 DXCC entities so far. The next session will be held in

Dayton in May.

There is CW Academy by CWops, a program to improve CW skills.

CWops just celebrated its 10 anniversary. “Improving Your CW” is

another Morse Trainer by G4FON. Also there is DX University at DX

oriented conventions.

IOTA: Poor propagation also affected some IOTA (Islands on the Air)

DXpeditions to rare IOTAs. This program is arguably the most active

DX program after the DXCC. Let’s face it, many of the islands are DX

and over 100 DXCC entities are already separate IOTAs. Chasing

IOTAs can fill in the gap when an operator has worked all the active

DXCC entities and wants to remain active on the bands.

The IOTA program website is www.iota-world.org It is filled with info on

the program and the almost 1,200 IOTAs that are available. So far only

about 1,135 IOTAs have been activated. At least 43 IOTA chasers

have achieved IOTA 1100 level. Several rare activations were K7TRI

(NA211), R26RRC (AS204), R205NEW (AS205 ATNO), XR1RRC

(SA069), VE3LYC/KL7 (NA150), JX7GIA (EU022), KP3RE (NA249)

and K6VVA/KL7 (NA004). Remember that QSLing can now be

conducted for some IOTA operations using Club Log.

DX Contesting: DX contests are everywhere using CW, SSB and

digital modes. The most popular DX contests are arguably the CQ

Magazine SSB and CW and the ARRL CW and SSB DX. However

there are many other DX contests sponsored by organizations around

the world. As mentioned above, DXers should help out the youth to get

involved in contesting, especially DX. Younger operators are showing

interest especially since most contests require computer logging.

Contest rates are slowly climbing with new software and more spotting

websites despite poorer propagation. Logs are often required online

usually within a few days after the contest. Contests often yield new

band countries and modes sometimes even before the contest as

EIDXA Newsletter Apr 2020 http://us14.forward-to-friend.com/forward/preview?u=9c710146175371...

16 of 33 3/29/2020, 5:14 PM



stations test out their equipment. The WA7BNM Contest Calendar is a

great source of contest activity. The ARRL Contest Update is a

monthly newsletter that often has interesting tidbits on operating etc.

Equipment and Technology: New gear is constantly appearing

especially from the major radio manufacturers such as Elecraft, ICOM,

Kenwood, Yaesu and Flex Radio. Many of these companies are now

employing SDR (Software Defined Radio) technology to improve

performance. QST and RadCom (RSGB) often publish detailed reports

on their performance. Also check out Sherwood Engineering by NC0B

www.sherweng.com for info on reciprocal mixing of these radios.

Likewise new antennas, power amplifiers, apparatus as well as

software programs are very popular.

Safety: This is a very important part of ham radio, especially with high

performance antennas. We all remember Rev. Paul, WØAIH falling to

his death from a tower in late 2018. Unfortunately there were several

such accidents this past year. One was right here in NH when a 40

foot un-guyed tower with two hams on top fell over. One person did not

survive and the other is still in pretty bad shape. This could have been

avoided.

PV8ADI had a similar accident like WØAIH and he did not survive.

Also N3LPJ had a tower collapse and lost his life. These are just a few

that we know of. Safety equipment is very important on tower or

antenna work. Better yet, have a professional tower crew do the work.

K1IR has a video showing “Tower Safety” and is well worth viewing

here. This reminds us that every tower climber death is preventable.

Tower Safety Video
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Strained eyes from tablets, phones and computers are also a problem.

A recent paper from Cleveland Clinic gives several suggestions they

call the 20/20/20 rule. This includes 20 second breaks every 20

minutes and looking 20 feet away to relax your eyes. Frequent blinking

is also recommended.

Ham Radio and the Internet: Nowadays the Internet plays an

important part in Ham Radio. Most DX clusters are now on the Internet

as well as LOTW (more on this shortly) and Club Log to mention a few.

Also many contests require logs to be submitted via the internet within

a few days after the contest.

With the rise of many new communication modes etc. it’s often

important when spotting a station on the DX Cluster that is out of the

usual band segment to specify the mode in the remarks column such

as SSB, CW, FT8, FT8 F/H, FT4 etc.. Of course it is never proper to

post foul language etc.

QSLing and DXpedition Costs: QSLing seems to be slowly dying.

Postage rates are going out of sight worldwide. DXCC credit via

LOTW (Log Book of the World) is very popular with DXers, especially

those that don’t want or need to collect QSL cards. Club Log and their

OQRS (Online QSL Request Service) are also popular for those who

prefer a paper QSL It pays to check a stations QRZ page to see how

they prefer to QSL. DXpeditions often send their logs to LOTW after

several months.

Recently N2OO has acquired the DXpedition logs of W6KG and

W6QL as well as VP2VB.

Operating techniques: This past year was a tough one especially for

DXpeditions. A few made almost 50% of their contacts on FT8! CW

was right up there too. Needless to say, the RST report on CW is

almost always 599! Split frequency operation, a must, is almost always

used. Unfortunately many call right on the DX frequency and hence

cause panic!

DQRM (Deliberate QRM) is still a major problem. Calling out of turn or

calling continuously is still a big problem. It slows down the pileup so

fewer callers get into the log. Tuning up for long periods of time

(greater than a few seconds) on a DX station is a big problem. There

is always plenty of spectrum to tune up away from the DX operations.

Modern rigs usually have antenna tuners so it should only take a few
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seconds to tune. Holding down the key is a real problem. If you need

to tune up for a long time, keep moving your frequency slightly. It will

seldom affect the tuning.

Again, make sure to review the DX Code of Conduct (www.dx-

code.org). On CW some DX stations transmit at 30 to even 35 WPM

and/or seldom sign their call signs or where they are listening. Some

operators just can’t copy their call sign that fast. Some of the problems

may be the limitations of code readers especially for newer operators.

The old adage still applies: Listen Listen Listen before you start calling.

Try not to rag chew or tie up frequencies frequented by rare DX such

as 3.795, 14.025 and 14.195 MHz as well as 14.040 and 14.260 MHz

for IOTA. Other suggested frequencies to avoid are listed in “The Daily

DX.”

Transmitting on these frequencies will make it difficult for others who

are experiencing poorer propagation than you are.

Silent Keys (SK): It is always tough to write about Silent Keys. They

meant so much to our great hobby. I recently saw a clip from a 1955

QST SK list with only 25 persons. Nowadays it has grown to over 200

in each issue of QST. Lists in other prominent Ham Radio journals are

also increasing. 2019 was no exception.

The following is a partial list of notable DXers, contesters, designers or

officials in Amateur Radio who became SKs during 2019. They include

in no particular order: LU3EAQ, NI5DX, DL6DQW, G3RJV, PV8ADI,

DL6WU, GM4JJJ, 9A5K, W5LFL, W4RI, K1IED, K5DJ, K4IIF,

W2OKM, HI3K, W8AD, SV2ASP/A, F5QF, GM3VLB, G3JVL, W4MPY,

JA2BAY, K1GW, 5T5SA, VU2PAI, N1NLB, N2AA, JA1AA, FO5JV,

N7RT, W4RA, FR5ZL and N4PN. May they all rest in peace.

2019 DXCC and ARRL Matters: There were no major changes to the

DXCC Rules this year so the active entities stands at 340. However,

the rules now prohibit automated contacts.

Rumors in the news media tell us that Bougainville, an autonomous

region in Papua New Guinea (P29), has voted to become an

independent nation. This could take years to happen before it is added

to the active list.

The DXCC yearbook has been published for many years but now it

only lists those who submitted DXCC updates during the year. If you
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want to see the latest DXCC standings, click “on the air” at

www.arrl.org/dxcc-standings on the ARRL website for the DXCC

standings.

Of course the ARRL runs LOTW and is constantly updating it. The

LOTW now has over one billion QSOs on file. You now can import FT4

QSOs. New publications are scheduled for 2020 which will be primarily

aimed at assisting newcomers to the hobby. Of course the ARRL QSL

bureau is another service.

And now the Drum Roll
There were approximately fifty seven (57) entities that are NOT

believed to have been active during 2019 as follows:*

Africa (17):3B6, 3C, 3C0, 3X, 3Y/B, FT/G, FT/J, FT/T, FT/W, FT/X,

FT/Z, TL, TN, VK0H, and ZS8.

Antarctica (1): 3Y0 (Peter 1)

Asia (9): 1S, 7O, BS7H, BV9P, EZ, P5, VU4, YK and ZC4.

Europe (1): R1F

North America (7): FJ, FO/C, KP1, KP5, TI9, XF4 and YV0.

Oceania (14): FK/C, KH1, KH3, KH4, KH5, KH7K, KH8/S, KH9, T33,

VK9/M, VK9/W, VP6D, ZL8 and ZL9.

South America (8): CE0/X, HK0/M, PY0/S, PY0/T, VP8 (S. GA), VP8

(S. Orkney), VP8 (S. Shetland) and VP8 (S. Sandwich).

*Please note that some rare entities may not be on this list for 2019

because some operations were short, set up schedules or only on

VHF, EME (Earth-Moon-Earth) etc.

The DXCC entities that are not believed to have been activated in ten

(10) or more years has increased and now includes: 3Y/B, 3Y/P, BV9P,

BS7H, CE0X, EZ, FT/G, FT/W, KH7K, KH3, P5 and YV0. This means

that an avid DXer working hard at DXCC may take just over 10 years

to make it to the DXCC Honor Roll. This list also serves as a guide to

those planning DXpeditions to rare entities. As for me, the top of my

need list for the DX Challenge has not changed in many years and not
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surprisingly goes to P5, BS7H, FT5/W and BQ9P in that order.

Upcoming DXpeditions: There is still a chance for 3Y0I to activate

Bouvet Island. Other promised activity in January are ZC4UW, E44RU,

VK9NK and TI9C followed by VP8/VP8DXU (South Orkney) in

February. Later in 2020 you can expect KH8S, T30, TU, FJ, KH4,

CY0C to name a few. 2020 looks like an exciting year for DXers. Stay

tuned and check the www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html and Daily DX

calendars at: http://www.dailydx.com/the-daily-dx-calendar/ for future

operations.

Looking ahead to 2020 and Beyond: SC 24 is definitely on its last

legs. Solar activity is near minimum as we wait for the official Solar

Minimum and the start of SC 25, probably during 2020.

DX means different things to each DXer. Some DXers chase the

DXCC Honor Roll, the DXCC Challenge or the DX Marathon. I’d

estimate from the latest DXCC mixed listings on the ARRL “DX

Standing” list that there are well over 2,000 persons worldwide that

have confirmed all 340 on the present DXCC entities list. Fernando,

EA8AK now has an amazing 3264 entities to lead the DXCC

Challenge. More than 185 DXers have now achieved the very difficult

DXCC Challenge 3000 level.

The top 6 meter station, LZ2CC has an amazing 280 entities. There

are only about 20 NA stations to break the 6 meter 150 entities level.

K2ZD has 209 and W7GJ has 204 confirmed. 6 meter EME is being

more frequently used by major DXpeditions and is now a very

important factor for leading North American 6 meter DXers.

It’s time to improve your 20 and 17 meter as well as your 80 and 160

meter antennas. Then there are the never ending DX Contests, DX

Marathon, DXCC Challenge and IOTA chasing. There are lots of

things to do. Don’t let the airways die for lack of activity. HF radio

conditions on the mid-bands are still fair but improving on the lower

bands. Stay active and join the fun. Also don’t forget to support the

various DX Foundations around the world that help make DXpeditions

possible!

Finally: We hope this review has been informative especially for

historical purposes. Using DX publications and the Internet are a great

way to keeping us up to date on what is happening now and in the

future. Once again I am honored to be asked by Bernie, W3UR to
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write this review for the 15th year and for his valuable inputs and

critique. Thanks also to John, K9EL, Michael, G7VJR and especially

Frank, W3LPL for their valuable inputs as well as my son Jim, AD1C

for his computer help! Previous reviews can be read on the K8CX

Ham Gallery website.

NOTE: Obviously all the opinions etc. expressed are solely mine as

are any errors that I have made. This End of Year Review is

copyrighted. Therefore copies or use of this review MUST first be

approved by Bernie, W3UR and then a courtesy copy of the reprint

sent to Joe, W1JR. Best of DX to you in 2020. I’ll see you in the pile

ups.

73, Joe Reisert, W1JR

Once again, many thanks to the author for the permission to reprint! 

It's always a good read.  - Ed.

Feature Articles

Jim goes to France

George, WØPPF, really got me wondering how reliable those WW-2

Parasets were and what kind of DX could an EIDXA member work

from France today. So when a chance to visit France came up in

October, I packed a KX3, headset, and a short end-fed wire alongside

my socks and T-shirts and after promising my XYL that I would use it

sparingly only on rainy days, got permission to pack it.
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Here is F/WØNB at a neutral end of the dining room table, dutifully

running exactly 4 watts  from Maussane in Provence, France on

October 7, 2019. First qso was RGØA, followed by K3RA, GDØOUD,

N9RD and SV5/DL3DRN in 15 minutes. 
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The antenna kit. Slingshot, Fishing Weights, monofilament line and

little MFJ end-fed.
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The sling shot put one end of the wire in the near tree, the other in the

distant tree. Feed line goes in the door to the right and to the rig. 50

feet long-15 feet high-4 watts cw.

I think George’s Paraset would have performed very well, because 4

watts is 4 watts! My modern rig has a superior receiver and most all

bands. I had about 200 qso’s, most on 40 and 20 meter, all CW. I

could not break the Pitcairn pile-up but had a nice qso with the PJ2T

gang. Some of the prefixes: A82X, TA, EA, OJØ, T88, T8AA, G, GI,

GW, VE2,3, OA4, V26 , 9F, A4, N1MM, SO1.

If you have the opportunity to travel, a little radio is fun on rainy days.

73, Jim-WØNB

Jurassic Journal
- A look back in time -
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Tom Vavra WB8ZRL

Twenty years ago: From my log during the Spring of 2000.

The smoothed sunspot numbers for the spring quarter were

about 170, with some monthly peaks over 200.  DX was good.

4W/W3UR  --  East Timor became a DXCC Country (I still have

trouble saying "entity") on 1 March 2000.  An international group

of operators activated it in April. signing 4W/ their home calls.  One of

these operators was Bernie, W3UR.  He made 9200 QSOs, mainly on

15M to maximize the new one for as many of the deserving as

possible.

BQ9P   --  Pratas Island was activated the third time by BQ9P.  They

were very active, and worked on 10M.

XRØZY  --  This operation from San Felix was everywhere,

adding four new band countries to my log.

7O1YGF --  Four DL operators went to Yemen to sign

7O1YGF (Yemen-Germany-Friendship).  After 10 days and 35000

QSOs they were told to cease operations.  They soon departed

Yemen.  If took 8 years for the ARRL to accept the QSL cards for

this DXpedition. 

A52A  --  After decades of waiting and with only short

limited Dxpeditions in the past, the Kingdom of Bhutan recently passed

new regulations that permit amateur radio operation in a country

that has been near the very top of the most wanted list for decades.  

Glenn, WØGJ, has been widely recognized as the force behind

this opportunity to bring Ham Radio to A5.  They had 82K QSOs, 42K

on CW, 27K on SSB and 3K on RTTY.  Glenn was the QSL manager

and if I remember correctly, he and his family started sending out

cards within a week of arriving back to Bemidji.  

I can't believe that Glenn did NOT present a program to the club, but I

could not find it in a newsletter.  Sounds like an opportunity for a future

meeting. - Ed.

BY1DX  --  Jari, OH2BVE was in Beijing for two years and
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obtained permission to operate using the club callsign BY1DX.

Other activity was there, it just did not make it into my log.  Examples

are:

FOØHWU --   Denise, F6HWU is active as FOØHWU from

the Australes.  She operated mostly CW with some RTTY.

JX7DFA --  Per, LA7DFA planned to be active as JX7DFA from

Jan Mayen starting in April for 6 or 12 months. He operated on 10-160

metres plus 2 and 6 metres, mainly CW.

4W    --  More operators handed out QSOs from this new

one.  4W6MM, 4W6SP and 4W6EB were some of them.

HC8  --  Rare was the contest that did not include HC8N

from Galapagos.  It was an easy country to work then.

A5    --  A52JS was the call assigned to Jim Smith, VK9NS.  Jim has

been trying for ten years to operate from A5 and was there as soon as

A52A opened the doors.

FW   --   G3TXF and G3SXW signed FW/ from Wallis et Futuna.  They

worked 28K of the deserving.

VKØ  --  Alan, VKØMM, was active from  Macquarie when his

schedule permitted.

FR/G  -- Henri, FR5ZQ was signing as FR5ZQ/G from Glorioso.

KH5   -- Chuck Brady, N4BQW activated N4BQW/KH5 from

Palmyra Atoll.  He also spent one day signing N4BQW/KH5K from

Kingman Reef. 

VK9  --  VK9WI was a multi-op group on Willis Island.

Ten years ago: Spring 2010

Spring 2010 was a very quiet time at ZRL's shack.  Almost nothing in

the log except my weekly sked with KB3KV (SK).  But other things

were happening:
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JD1   -- Makoto, JI5RPT, was active as JD1BLY from Ogasawara

for almost a week while on a business trip.  JG7PSJ followed

him signing JD1BMH.

ZS8   -- Pierre, ZS1HF, opened from Marion Island as ZS1HF/8

but soon was signing ZS8M.  He was on a 12 month work

assignment.  He was almost always on SSB.

VKØ   --  Dennis, ZL4DB, arrived on Macquarie for a work assignment

and learned that the ham gear thought to be there was gone.  The only

remaining rig was 2M.  Quite disappointing to

many.

3C   --  Elmo, EA5BYP and Javi, EA5KM signed 3C9B for a few

days before and again after their operation in Annobon as 3CØC,

where they made 11657 QSOs.

Member News

Update from Rich on his 80m activities this winter

Last January, about the 15th, I put up a wire vertical about 45 ft high,

using a ground rod and two radials at my house here in town.  I

worked 55 new countries on 80 meters using FT8,  and I didn't run

1500 watts either.

Best DX going West was South Korea and Eastern Russia, going

East, Bulgaria and Maritania. Ft8 is a blast. In the early morning about

1100Z Japan stations are numerous and loud. They called me! 

Overall, my efforts since Jan 18 this year include UAØ, EW, 9A, HC2,

CE, FO5, TI9, 3B8, YB1, JA, 3D2, C2, DS5, VP8PJ, UX7, and 5T. I've

raised my 80m DX total from 25 to 94.  A little excitement is good for

an OM.

73 Rich. W3ACO
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200 Confirmed

Jim, NOØB reports he now has 200 confirmed mixed.  He's still short

zone 26 for WAZ.  Kudos!

Gayle, KØFLY reports he has received 160m DXCC certificate number

3523 and 160m WAS certificate 1737.

Congratulations!

Logbook

KDØQ: From one of our night owls (Glenn) - QSOs on 160 - thanks in

part to quiet sunspots

HBØWR (FT8), 7X7X, TR8CA, JT1CO, ZC4UW, A45XR(FT8), 

TCØX, 4X2M, EA9/DL2JRM(SSB), CP6/DK7PE, VP8PJ, 9J2LA

KWØJ: From Gary: Not a lot of Q’s after the 160 cw test but fairly

productive for my award totals!

VP8-O was a all time new one.

EXØ … new on 30m

E77 … just for confirmation

VP2VB … new bands, 17 & 160m

9J2LA … new one on 80m

So not bad considering some poor conditions here in eastern Iowa,

and limited time I’ve had lately to operate.  My Magnetic loop receive

only antenna enabled the Q’s on 80 and 160m, never would have

pulled them out of the noise w/o it.

KØAFN:  SSB: VP8FIR, 5I5TT, ZD7DC, VP8PJ   CW: ZL1NR/MM,

5H4WZ, VP8PJ, T6AA
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CQ Test

Upcoming Contests:

ARRL Rookie Roundup SSB      1800Z-2359Z, Apr 19

- Help out a new ham!

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW        0000Z, May 30 to 2359Z, May 31

- Everyone works everyone - always a lot of activity

ARRL June VHF Contest            1800Z, Jun 13 to 0259Z, Jun 15

 ARRL Field Day                         1800Z, Jun 27 to 2100Z, Jun 28

- I anticipate an increase in 1x classes
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I spent the night at NØNI running 80m in the ARRL DX CW contest. 

My right hand was stuck from holding a beer can. - WØGXA

QRM

Motivated Seller!

For sale: Ameritron AL 82 amp

Have for sale an Ameritron AL 82 amp. In 2015 a new tube was

installed to replace an early tube failure. Not  used in some time as I

bought an Acom 2100.  Have four amps total and really need only two,

and usually run barefoot. As they say, motivated seller.  
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Thanks for checking this out...Bob, KØSRL, Davenport. 563-940-8054
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