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Overview 1 

DX4Win is an electronic logbook that will: 
Log your QSOs with auto date & time 

Interface to your rig to automatically record 
frequency & mode information 

Manage QSLs sent & received;  Print QSL labels  

Manage LoTW uploads & downloads 

Provide intelligent DX Cluster spots, alerting you to 
“needed” entities; Instant QSY to spot. 

Automatically turn your beam 

 



Overview 2 

DX4Win also has a lot of convenience features… 
For current station (or cluster spot), shows: 

Worked/confirmed status for country, zone, state and 
callsign prefix for each band and mode 

Callbook info 

List of previous QSOs 

Beam heading (short/long path), sunrise/sunset times 

World map showing heading 

Band map for DX spots  

Master callsign lookup window 

 



Overview 3 

DX4Win has superb awards management… 
Reports of award status for many awards, which 
can be either: 

Summary 

Complete listing 
   (Reports can be printed or saved to CSV file if desired) 

Tracks award status: Submitted & credited 

Prepares award submissions 

 



KØCF’s Desktop 



  

  



  



Installation 1 

DX4Win does not comply with Windows 7 
program folder security requirements. 
Therefore: 

Do NOT install DX4Win in C:\Program Files! 

Instead, create a folder off the root of your C: drive. 
I suggest C:\ham_radio or something similar. 

When running Setup, change the install location to 
C:\ham_radio\dx4w805 . (This is the sub-folder name 
suggested by the DX4Win setup program) 

This folder structure is best for any version of 
Windows. 

 



Installation 2 

DX4Win setup will create a bunch of sub-folders 
below dx4w805. 

The important one is “save”. Your log will be in 
here! 

The others are mostly used internally by DX4Win 
and should be left alone 

 



  



Program Updates 

I hope you are all running DX4Win version 8.05. 

 Reasons you should be using 8.05: 
It is a SAFE upgrade! 

This version has: 
Expanded QSO data, including Name, QTH and Frequency 

Superior handling of LoTW import/export 

Bug fixes from earlier versions 

If you value DX4Win (arguably the best DX logging 
software available) you should support the 
developer by buying upgrades! 

 



Program Updates 

DX4Win version 8.05 cost 
DX4WIN Version 8 download . . . . . . $89.95   

Upgrade: 
From Version 5 or earlier . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00   

From Version 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $40.00   

From Version 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $30.00   

From Version 8.xx (or v.7 purchased  
      after March 1, 2009)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .     N/C  



Program Updates 

DX4Win update tips… 
New version should be in its own sub-folder so that 
you have side-by-side versions of DX4Win. 

Start the older version, go to Files|Preferences and 
write an “INI” file to the “save” folder. 

Close DX4Win. 

Copy the INI file to the new version’s “save” folder. 

Copy your log file to the new version’s “save” folder. 



Program Updates 

DX4Win update tips, continued… 
Start the new version of DX4Win. 
Go to File|Preferences and do a “File|Merge INI 
File”, selecting the copied INI file. 
Select “File|Save Changes and Exit”. 
Now – and this is VERY important!!  

Go to File and choose “Close”. If prompted, do NOT save! 
Go to File and select “Open…” and navigate to the new 
version’s “save” folder and open the log file that you just 
copied from the older version. 

Until you are sure you have the log file for the NEW 
version DO NOT SAVE THE LOG FILE!!! 
 



Program Updates 

For complete DX4Win update tips: 
Go to AD1C’s DX4Win site at 

http://www.ad1c.us/dx4win/ 

About half-way down the “Application Notes” 
section is the “Upgrade tips” link. Click on it and 
read the entire section before upgrading. 

http://www.ad1c.us/dx4win/
http://www.ad1c.us/dx4win/


  



Preferences – Personal  



Preferences – Station  



Preferences – QSO  



Preferences – QSO with Help 



Preferences – Screen  



Preferences – Import  



Preferences – Radio  



Preferences – Control  



Preferences – CW  



Preferences – Packet1  



Preferences – Packet2  



Preferences – Packet3  



Preferences – RTTY   



Preferences – Ext Data  



Preferences – F2 Key 



Preferences – Rep/Lab 



  



Data Files Update 

There are a number of data files associated with 
DX4Win: 

DX4WIN.CTY . . . . country file (including ADIF.PMP) 

DX4WIN.AWD . . .  award database 

DX4WIN.CAL . . . . DX calendar 

DX4WIN.MAS1 . . master callsigns 

DX4WIN.MAS2 . . LoTW / eQSL users list 

DX4WIN.TCP . . . . DX cluster node addresses 

FULLLIST.XML . . . IOTA islands 

 



Data Files Update 

These data files should be kept up-to-date! 
Why? 

The country list is continually changing because: 
Countries are added and deleted from the list 
The country list contains callsign exceptions. This means 
that a callsign may not correctly reflect its country. 

Awards are added and changed. 
Cluster nodes are closed, added or change address 
IOTA data changes frequently 
The DX Calendar changes weekly, as does the LoTW 
membership list 



Data Files Update 

It used to be a real PITA to update these files!  
You had to find the updated file on the internet. 

Then you had to download it. 

Finally, you had to try to remember how to apply 
the update. 

 



Data Files Update 

Now, thanks to Jim, AD1C, it has become trivial. 
Go to http://www.ad1c.us/dx4win/updater 

From this page you can: 
Read the complete instructions for using the Updater. 

Download dx4wupd.exe in a ZIP file, which includes 
configuration files for the different DX4Win versions. 

Don’t be intimidated by the length of the 
instructions – it’s really easy to set up and use! 

 

http://www.ad1c.us/dx4win/updater
http://www.ad1c.us/dx4win/updater


Data Files Update 

DX4WUpd updates all the data files with a 
couple of caveats: 

To keep your recent cluster nodes on top of the list, 
you must create a file listing the nodes you want on 
top. Updater can incorporate that. See the 
instructions! 

Calendar.txt must be manually imported into the 
DX4Win calendar each time. It’s a nuisance and 
may not be worth the effort for you. 

DX4WUpd will update itself, but not DX4Win. 

 



Data Files Update 

Jim, AD1C, does an incredible job with the 
country list. 

There are hundreds (maybe thousands) of callsign 
exceptions that he keeps up-to-date. 

The QSL manager data in this file is among the best 
anywhere, and is updated regularly. 

New entities are added at the right time. 

Jim works with Alan Jubb, 5B4AHJ / G3PMR, the 
database manager at “ClubLog.com”, on updates. 



Data Files Update 

Sometimes, after a country file update, your 
DXCC country totals may be off. 

AD1C to the rescue (again)! 
The "DX4WLOTW" program compares your 
DX4WIN DXCC records with the DXCC award credit 
listing found on the ARRL Logbook of the World 
(LoTW) web site. 

This is the first Utility listed on   
 http://www.ad1c.us/dx4win/ 

 



Data Files Update 

To use this program you must create two listings 
of your DXCC credits. 

The first from DX4Win 

The second from LoTW 

 



Data Files Update 

To get the DX4Win 
listing: 

From the QSO 
window “Reports” 
menu: 

 



Data Files Update 
Right click and choose “Write to File”… 

 



Data Files Update 

Give the file a name with a .csv extension.  

Save the file in the same directory as 
DX4WLOTW.EXE 

 



Data Files Update 

For LoTW, go the “Awards” tab and click on the 
“Select DXCC Award Account” button. 

 



Data Files Update 



Data Files Update 



Data Files Update 

Click on your Web Browser “File” menu and 
choose “Save as…”. 

In the "Save as type:" box, select "Web Page, 
HTML Only". Give the file a name with a .htm 
extension, or you can keep the default name. 
Save the file in the same directory as 
DX4WLOTW.EXE 

 



Data Files Update 

Then run 
DX4WLOTW: 

 

Voila! You can 
now see the 
problem(s). 

 

The report can 
be saved or 
printed. 

 



Data Files Update 

What if you find a QSO (with QSL card) that 
shows the wrong country in DX4Win? 

Email Jim, AD1C, with the complete QSO info. 
A scanned image of the QSL card is desirable 

Jim will work with Alan, 5B4AHJ, to resolve the 
problem. If your info is validated, the country file 
will be changed to reflect this info. 

Jim encourages you to provide this input. It is how 
he keeps the country file correct and current. 



  



Logbook of The World 

The DX4Win Logbook window.  Note the LUpl and LoTW Date columns… 



Logbook of The World 



  



DX Cluster 



DX Cluster 



DX Cluster 



DX Cluster 



DX Cluster 



DX Spots 



DX Spots 



  



Groups 

Groups are useful for a number of purposes: 
Marking QSOs from: 

Various contests. 

QSOs under different callsigns 

Net QSOs, e.g. Geratol Net on 3.668 MHz 

The Group name can be printed on QSL labels. 

You can search on Group numbers, combined with 
other parameters. 



Groups 

The default Group number is 0: “Normal QSO” 

When you begin operating (or importing a log) 
where a different group is desired for a number 
of QSOs, you can change the default group in 
“File|Preferences”.  (Remember to change it 
back when you are done!) 

It can also be set by filtering the log as needed 
and doing a “Multiple QSO Operation” for group 
number. 



Groups 

The “Edit group names” dialog (found under the  
“Filter” menu)… 



Groups 

KØCF’s basic rules for using groups… 
Don’t use a group to filter things that can be 
filtered on other fields.  For example you should 
never incorporate the following into a group name:  

Date 

Mode 

Band 

Name your groups so that they will read correctly if 
printed on your QSLs. 



Groups 

KØCF’s basic rules for using groups… 
Some contesters seem to think they need a separate 
group for every contest, such as: 

CQ WW RTTY 2011 

CQ WW RTTY 2012 

CQ WW SSB 2010 

CQ WW SSB 2011 

CQ WW CW 2010 

CQ WW CW 2011 

Etc., etc. … 

You use a ridiculous number of groups for this where 
ONE and only one would do for ALL of the above. 



Groups 

KØCF’s basic rules for using groups… 
The single Group Name “CQ WW Contest” is all 
that is needed for ALL of the contests (and more!) 
listed on the previous slide. 

By filtering on the group plus a mode and a date 
range, this one name will do for the RTTY, SSB and 
CW weekends, and for multiple years. 

Good database design principles allow you to 
minimize the number of groups and to simplify 
their names. 



Groups 

KØCF’s basic rules for using groups… 
More than a few dozen groups become very 
difficult to manage. 

KØCF currently uses only 20 groups to manage 
many thousands of contest QSOs for multiple years 
and modes in 18 different contests. 



  



QSL Printing 

Go to QSO window, click on 
QSLs|Print QSL Labels… 



QSL Printing 

You can click on the “Edit” button to modify the 
label setup: 



QSL Printing 

Notice the “Missing Labels” box, set to 4: 

This allows you to 
print on a sheet of 

labels that  has 
been used before. 

 
Printing will start 
on the fifth label 

on the sheet in 
this instance. 



QSL Printing 

Click on the “Print” button to print or preview 
labels: 

For a preview, choose 
Destination “Preview”, 

then “OK” 



QSL Printing 



QSL Printing 

You can also print directly on a QSL card. I have 
defined the Custom3 label for this: 



QSL Printing 

Here is the 
Print Preview 

of direct-to-
card: 
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